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Week Ending Friday, August 23, 1991 


Statement on Signing the Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations 
Act, 1992 


August 17, 1991 


I have today signed into law H.R. 2427, 
the “Energy and Water Development Ap- 
propriations Act, 1992.” This Act provides 
funds for the water resources development 
activities of the Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Department of the Interior’s 
Bureau of Reclamation. In addition, the Act 
provides funding for the Department of 
Energy. Various related independent agen- 
cies such as the Appalachian Regional Com- 
mission, the Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion, and the Tennessee Valley Authority 
are also funded by this Act. 

The funding in this Act will help make 
important investments in research and de- 
velopment for general science and energy 
supply, environmental restoration and 
waste disposal, and water resources devel- 
opment. I am concerned, however, about 
the longer-term distribution of funds be- 
tween scientific research and development 
of national significance and water projects 
of more local benefit. Funding for water 
projects is increased above the Administra- 
tion’s request by $132 million, while the 
Administration’s request for General Sci- 
ence and Research Activities is reduced by 
$76 million. 

Sections 304 and 506 of the Act raise con- 
stitutional concerns. Section 304 would 
direct the Secretary of Energy, “to the full- 
est extent possible,” to ensure that 10 per- 
cent of the funds for the Superconducting 
Super Collider go to various institutions that 
are defined by their racial composition. To 
the extent that important governmental ob- 
jectives are not clearly identified as the 
basis for such designations, they may raise 
constitutional concerns. I therefore direct 
the Secretary, as part of his obligation to 
implement section 304 “to the fullest extent 
possible,” to administer the section in a con- 
stitutional manner. 


Section 506 of the Act provides that none 
of the funds appropriated by this or any 
other legislation may be used to conduct 
studies concerning “the possibility of chang- 
ing from the currently required ‘at cost’ to 
a ‘market rate’ or any other noncost-based 
method for the pricing of hydroelectric 
power” by Federal power authorities. Arti- 
cle II, section 3, of the Constitution grants 
the President authority to recommend to 
the Congress any legislative measures con- 
sidered “necessary and expedient.” Accord- 
ingly, in keeping with the well-settled obli- 
gation to construe ambiguous statutory pro- 
visions to avoid constitutional questions, I 
will interpret section 506 so as not to in- 
fringe on the Executive’s authority to con- 
duct studies that might assist in the evalua- 
tion and preparation of such measures. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 17, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 2427, approved August 17, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-104. 


Statement on Signing the Emergency 
Unemployment Compensation Act of 
1991 


August 17, 1991 


Today I am signing H.R. 3201, the 
“Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
Act of 1991.” This bill would authorize $4.5 
billion primarily for a Federal program of 
emergency unemployment compensation 
that would bypass the discipline of the Bi- 
partisan Budget Agreement. H.R. 3201 
specifies that this new program and other 
provisions of the bill will not take effect 
unless I designate the associated spending 
as an emergency under the Balanced 
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Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985, as amended. For the following rea- 
sons, I will not designate the direct spend- 
ing and the appropriations authorized in 
H.R. 3201 as an emergency. 

The Administration, the Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System, and most private forecasters be- 
lieve that the recession has ended and that 
a recovery appears to be under way. Recent 
official figures show that the GNP for the 
second quarter of this year actually in- 
creased. Last month’s drop in the unem- 
ployment rate is another encouraging sign. 
Although the unemployment rate may con- 
tinue to react with a lag, it should decline 
further with the economic growth that is 
forecast for the rest of this year. 

By historical standards, the current unem- 
ployment rate would not be cause for 
“emergency” action to trigger additional 
benefits above and beyond those provided 
by current law. When the Congress last cre- 
ated a temporary Federal supplemental 
compensation program in 1982, the unem- 
ployment rate exceeded 10 percent—much 
higher than the current rate of 6.8 percent. 
When that program was allowed to expire 
in 1985, unemployment was still higher 
than the current rate. 

While it is not a satisfactory substitute for 
a job, I am gratified that the present unem- 
ployment compensation system—including 
its provisions for extended benefits—is pro- 
viding $25.4 billion in payments to the un- 
employed this fiscal year. The present 
system will continue to provide benefits for 
those who are eligible. 

Under current circumstances, an emer- 
gency designation could be counterproduc- 
tive. It could signal the abandonment of the 
fiscal discipline of the 1990 budget agree- 
ment. This would have a negative effect on 
financial markets, could jeopardize the re- 
covery, and thus might increase unemploy- 
ment just when the projected recovery 
would otherwise have been decreasing un- 
employment. 

In addition to the problem with the 
“emergency” designation, the Administra- 
tion believes that the revised program of 
unemployment compensation authorized by 
H.R. 3201 is poorly designed and unneces- 
sarily expensive, and could lead to slower 
reemployment. The new program would 


1144 


create four tiers of benefits providing from 
4 to 20 weeks of compensation. Experience 
suggests that such a complex, cumbersome 
system would result in benefit delays, pay- 
ment inaccuracies, and escalating adminis- 
trative costs. 

H.R. 3201 would expand “emergency” 
unemployment benefits to every State, 
even those with relatively low unemploy- 
ment. It would abandon the measure of un- 
employment that has historically been used 
to trigger extended benefits and would sub- 
stitute an overly broad measure that does 
not reflect the target group to be served: 
insured workers. Further, States could shift 
costs from the current Extended Benefit 
program, where the States pay 50 percent 
of the costs, to the new program, under 
which the Federal Government would 
assume 100 percent of the costs. 

For all these reasons, the unemployment 
compensation program in H.R. 3201 is not 
an effective response to current economic 
conditions. 

Of course, I am deeply concerned about 
those who have lost their jobs during the 
recession and am anxious to see them 
return to work at the earliest possible date. 

To that end, it is essential that we take 
responsible actions to assure that the eco- 
nomic recovery and its associated job-cre- 
ation continue and strengthen. With that 
objective in view, I urge the Congress to 
enact measures that will increase the Na- 
tion’s competitiveness, productivity, and 
growth. At the same time, I am determined 
that we must continue to support the hard- 
won reforms to assure budget discipline and 
must avoid any measures that might threat- 
en the prospects of continued economic re- 
covery and job-creation. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
8-17-91 


Note: H.R. 3201, approved August 17, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-107. 
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Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
District of Columbia Appropriations 
Bill for Fiscal Year 1992 


August 17, 1991 


I am withholding my approval of H.R. 
2699, a bill providing appropriations for 
fiscal year 1992 for the District of Colum- 
bia. 

While I do not object to the underlying 
legislation and the funding the bill would 
provide, language concerning the use of 
funds provided by the bill for abortion is 
unacceptable. I have stated my intention to 
veto any bill that does not contain language 
that prohibits the use of all congressionally 
appropriated funds to pay for abortions 
other than those in which the life of the 
mother would be endangered if the fetus 
were carried to term. The limitation I pro- 
pose is identical to the one included in the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Acts 
for FY 1989, FY 1990, and FY 1991. 

H.R. 2699 would place such a limitation 
on the use of Federal funds to pay for abor- 
tion, but would permit congressionally ap- 
propriated local funds to be used for abor- 
tions on demand with no restriction whatso- 
ever. As a matter of law, the use of local 
funds in the District of Columbia must be 
approved by the Congress and the Presi- 
dent through enactment of an appropria- 
tion act. Under these circumstances, the 
failure of H.R. 2699 to prohibit the use of 
all funds appropriated by the bill to pay for 
abortion, except in the limited circum- 
stances mentioned above, is unacceptable. 

From the outset of my Administration, I 
have repeatedly stated my deep personal 
concern about the tragedy in America of 
abortion on demand. As a Nation, we must 
protect the unborn. H.R. 2699 does not pro- 
vide such protection. I am, therefore, with- 
holding my approval of H.R. 2699. 

The adjournment of the Congress has 
prevented my return of H.R. 2699 within 
the meaning of Article I, section 7, clause 2, 
of the Constitution. Accordingly, my with- 
holding of approval from the bill precludes 
its becoming law. The Pocket Veto Case, 279 
U.S. 655 (1929). Because of the questions 
raised in opinions issued by the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit, I am sending H.R. 2699 


with my objections to the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
8-17-91 


Note: The President’s last day for action on 
this bill was August 17. 


Exchange With Reporters in 
Kennebunkport, Maine 


August 18, 1991 


Hostage Situation 


Q. Mr. President, there’s been a real lull 
in the hostage situation. Are you concerned 
that there’s a loss of momentum here? 

The President. Well, I've expressed my 
views. We ought not to get the hopes of 
people up. The Secretary-General doesn’t 
seem that concerned about this lull, and so 
you don’t want to dash hopes either. But 
the last comments I saw from him in the 
reporting cable were that he was not all 
that pessimistic and that it was going to 
take a little more time. But there has been 
nothing new, Jim [Jim Miklaszewski, NBC 
News], that I have seen overnight that 
would make me change the assessment that 
I’ve been on for a while. 

Q. Is it true that the Iranian Government 
is really taking the lead in solving this ques- 
tionP 

The President. 1 don’t think alone. I 
mean, I think they've tried to be, certainly, 
more constructive. I mentioned the other 
day an appreciation to them for their role 
in facilitating the release of Tracy. So, I 
think there’s a feeling that they would like 
to get this matter behind them. But again, I 
want to stop there because there’s much 
more that needs to be done by all the par- 
ties that have influence over the hostage- 
holders. 

Q. I guess the New York Times is saying 
today that the President of Iran actually is 
personally involved and that his govern- 
ment has won over the dissident factions 
that were blocking the release of the hos- 
tages. 
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The President. 1 can’t confirm that, but 
certainly that would be constructive. And 
there’s a feeling around the world that it’s 
time to end all this. And I think it’s that 
general feeling that is helpful. I said the 
other day that I think the prospect of a 
peace in the Middle East might have been 
conducive to all this. I hope it has. But still, 
we've got a long way to go before that’s all 
worked out. 


Terrorist Threat 


Q. On that vein, there’s a Republican task 
force that says the administration is ignor- 
ing a new potential terrorist threat from 
the Middle East. 

The President. Well, I hadn’t read any- 
thing other than the report about what that 
task force said, and I don’t think there’s any 
such—I mean, if that’s what they said, I’d 
have to speak to them because I don’t think 
we're ignoring a terrorist threat. We're 
always concerned about terrorism, but if 
they have some constructive suggestions as 
to how to protect American citizens against 
the threat of terrorists, Ill avidly read that 
report. 

But I didn’t-read it, Jim, that we were 
ignoring the threat, and so I want to be fair 
to the authors of it. I saw a quote by Con- 
gressman McCollum, who is a very reasona- 
ble Congressman, a very bright and intelli- 
gent person. And so, before commenting on 
the question, on the hypothesis, I’d want to 
talk to him about it. 

Q. Is there a new potential threat for ter- 
rorism and retaliation for the Gulf war? 

The President. Well, there’s always a 
threat of terrorism or retaliation. But 
Saddam Hussein has been so thoroughly dis- 
credited that I don’t think there would be 
anything other than some reckless renegade 
terrorists that would try to exact retribu- 
tion. He was roundly condemned in the 
Arab world; we won’t forget that. 


Hostage Situation 


Q. Will the Israelis be forthcoming on the 
hostage situation as part of the 

The President. You know, I think they’ve 
got a very good case when they say, “Look, 
we want our military accounted for.” That’s 
fair. It’s a reasonable request. And I gather 
that the discussion that the Secretary-Gen- 
eral had with the Israeli representative 
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went pretty well, and I thought they were 
quite forthcoming. But I would just encour- 
age all parties to be as forthcoming as they 
possibly can. But surely, worldwide opinion 
would say it’s reasonable to want to know 
about your navigator or the pilots or what- 
ever it was that were unaccounted for. 
Look at the agony we’re going through long 
after the Vietnam war is over, running 
down every lead. 

And incidentally, the delegation that 
went over under the auspices of the De- 
fense Department ran into a fraud, ran into 
a case of pure fraud: raising the hopes of 
the American people with phony pictures 
and a great hue and cry on every media 
outlet because of the hope that somebody 
would be free, only to find that the person 
that they were put in touch with admitted 
to a fraud. And that is the reason I’ve been 
trying to downplay all this a little bit. 


Protesters in Kennebunkport 


Q. There are some people from Oper- 
ation Rescue here. Are you planning to 
meet with them? 

The President. No. I'm trying to get a 
vacation here. We’ve had requests to meet 
with people from all over, all different 
causes. I’m sure they'll understand. If I did 
meet with them I’d say, “Hey, please abide 
with the law, don’t violate a judge’s order, 
and stay within the law.” And I'd say that 
to ACT UP [AIDS Coalition To Unieash 
Power] when they come up here or to any 
other demonstrators. I empathize with the 
out-of-work demonstrators even though 
some of them were the organizers and had 
good jobs. But look, they’ve got a point. 
They want to demonstrate. They want to 
peacefully express their concerns to the 
President about unemployment benefits. I 
understand that. And they behaved proper- 
ly, and they did their thing. I don’t think, 
from what I’ve heard, there was much in- 
convenience to the people in the town, 
which does concern me. 

So, it depends how people conduct them- 
selves. No, I’m not going to have any meet- 
ings here. I’m trying to avoid that. I’m 
meeting with the Governors by satellite this 
afternoon, however, an exception that will 
prove the rule. And then we'll have some 
others. I think we’re going to have some of 
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our people from Washington up here in the 
next few days. 
Anyway, I better go to church. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:45 a.m. at 
St. Ann’s Episcopal Church. In the ex- 
change, the following persons were referred 
to: United Nations Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar de la Guerra; recently re- 
leased hostage Edward Tracy; President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani of Iran; Repre- 
sentative Bill McCollum; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. Operation Rescue 
is an organization of anti-abortion activists, 
and ACT UP is an organization of activists 
seeking additional funding for AIDS re- 
search. Following the exchange, the Presi- 
dent attended morning services at the 
church. 


Remarks in a Teleconference With the 
National Governors’ Association in 
Seattle, Washington 


August 18, 1991 


The President. Well, Booth, thank you 
very much for that kind introduction. Let 
me also say hello to the Speaker, Tom 
Foley, who’s come back home to his State 
to welcome the Governors to the Emerald 
City. My thanks to all of you for letting me 
come by in this manner, come in by satel- 
lite. 

Booth, I know as NGA chairman for the 
past year you’ve been frequently doing that 
bicoastal redeye. So, I need to loan you this 
satellite here. It is the quickest way to 
travel coast-to-coast: smooth ride, we hope, 
and no jet lag. 

This year’s gathering is marked, obvious- 
ly, by the sadness at the passing of one of 
your own, I want to say our own, a past 
chairman of NGA, Governor Richard Snell- 
ing. Barbara and I join all of you in express- 
ing our sympathy to the Snelling family, to 
Dick’s wife, Barbara, and their children. Ev- 
eryone who ever worked with Dick, of 
every political stripe, knew him to be a 
man of character and deep commitment. 
He will be missed by the people of Ver- 
mont and by Americans everywhere who 


value that high standard that he set for the 
business we’re all in, public service. 

This is a perfect forum to highlight sever- 
al issues of urgent concern to all of us. So, 
let’s start with transportation. In just 43 
days, the Federal Government’s authority 
to fund highway and transit projects will 
expire. We need a new 5-year Federal reau- 
thorization bill to maintain and improve our 
infrastructure. 

In just a few hours from now, I’m told 
you'll hear from Sam Skinner. I’ve asked 
Sam to work with the Congress to redouble 
our efforts to produce a reauthorization bill 
acceptable to all parties. All levels of gov- 
ernment must do more to meet our trans- 
portation needs. That’s why I’ve proposed a 
39-percent increase in the Federal share for 
highway spending. But let me be clear: I 
will veto any bill that includes an increase 
in the gasoline tax. 

The clock is ticking. I urge the NGA to 
help keep the pressure on, to join me and 
the Congress to pass this critical bill. 

Anyone who knows the NGA _ knows 
you’ve come to Seattle to get things done. 
Over the past several years, we’ve forged a 
partnership between the Federal Govern- 
ment and the States. That partnership has 
begun to achieve great things in education. 
Now, we must join forces on the tough issue 
of health care. Booth, you’ve led the NGA’s 
task force on health care in crafting a policy 
on health-care reform. There are good sto- 
ries in the paper about that today. Your 
draft policy calls for comprehensive State 
reforms. It outlines how the Federal Gov- 
ernment can encourage innovation. If the 
NGA adopts such a policy, we want to work 
with you. We’ll do our best to remove Fed- 
eral obstacles to State-designed solutions. 

Health care and transportation are just 
two of the many issues of our agenda that 
affect every aspect of American life. But we 
must face other challenges: making our 
economy stronger; our streets safe; battling 
drugs; building a Nation united in its desire 
to secure peace, prosperity, and opportuni- 
ty for all Americans. 

Today, let me just focus on education and 
to commend you on the work you’ve done 
this year to improve learning in America. 
It’s been nearly 2 years since we met in 
Charlottesville. There, following in the foot- 
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steps of America’s truly education Presi- 
dent, Thomas Jefferson, we committed our- 
selves to the “Jeffersonian Compact.” That 
compact led us to establish six national edu- 
cation goals and launched the Nation on a 
decade-long crusade to improve our schools. 

This march toward excellence has many 
dimensions. In the 2 years since the educa- 
tion summit, two key principles behind our 
national goals now drive the forces of 
reform. I’m talking about high expectations 
and a focus on results. 

Some, and I can understand this, but 
some dismissed our goals as too ambitious. 
But you and I know if we wanted dramatic 
improvement, we had to set our sights 
higher. Improved performance begins with 
high expectations. 

In the future, our students will have to 
meet or exceed objective, world-class stand- 
ards. I believe that every child can learn, 
regardless of background or disability. We 
want all students to succeed. 

Since Charlottesville, a second key princi- 
ple has shaped our approach to education 
reform. We must focus on results, build a 
performance-based education system. Our 
work with the National Council on Stand- 
ards and Testing, chaired by Carroll Camp- 
bell and Roy Romer, will result in a system 
of American achievement tests to help us 
mark our progress. No longer will we meas- 
ure educational success by the dollars we 
pour into the process. We'll measure suc- 
cess by the caliber of students our schools 
produce. 

We'll start measuring performance this 
fall when we release the first national edu- 
cation report card. We won’t see the report 
card until September, but let’s not kid our- 
selves about the news. We know right now 
that our schools aren’t making the grade. 
That’s why your support in addressing this 
critical problem is so very important. 

Today, I’d like to announce that I will be 
addressing the state of our Nation’s educa- 
tion here in Maine on September 3d, as our 
school season begins. I’m glad Governor 
Jock McKernan, the new chairman of the 
Education Commission of the States, will be 
with us, as I plan to make this the first in a 
series of such reports. 

I also plan to address our Nation’s school 
children on October Ist. And if I might, I’d 
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like to suggest and ask that each of you do 
the same in your State. 

Our summit in Charlottesville focused on 
results. And now, through the hard work of 
the National Education Goals Panel, we 
need to reestablish phase one of the volun- 
tary national testing system. I call it the 
American Achievement Test. We need this 
to be ready for the 1993 school year, and 
we'll continue to work closely with you, the 
Governors, in meeting this deadline. 

Tomorrow, Lamar, your former colleague 
and now mine, Lamar Alexander, will speak 
to you about America 2000, our plan to 
restructure, literally re-invent, America’s 
schools. America 2000 challenges us to do 
more than tinker with the existing system. 
It challenges us to mount a national cru- 
sade: one that draws its energy from the 
American people’s desire for change; one 
that enlists and engages parents, corporate 
and community leaders; one that makes us 
use the talents, drive, and desire of every- 
one who has a stake in America’s schools. 
That’s why America 2000 deserves the full 
support of every Governor. 

Incidentally—and it really was very im- 
portant to us, to me, in getting perspective 
here—some time ago, Barbara and I trav- 
eled to Grand Junction, Colorado, to help 
launch Colorado 2000, a program for which 
Governor Romer deserves enormous credit. 
And thousands of people were ready to join 
this crusade. What struck me the most was 
the passion that these people shared, the 
passion that comes from glimpsing the 
world of possibilities open to every child. 

That passion must spark this great cru- 
sade in every State. When I announced 
America 2000, I said there can be no renais- 
sance without revolution. Well, I’m pleased 
to tell you today that, State by State, com- 
munity by community, and school by 
school, that revolution has begun. 

Two hundred years ago, Thomas Jefferson 
called education the keystone of the arch of 
the American experiment. Education stands 
as our most enduring legacy, vital to our 
economic strength, fundamental to our 
democratic institutions. Education speaks to 
us, always, as the dream that shapes Ameri- 
ca’s destiny. 

Now, as Booth said, we’re going to have 
some give-and-take here. And I really am 
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anxious to hear about your work in Seattle; 
what’s going on in your States. And thank 
you, Booth. As they say on TV, “Back to 
you.” 

Governor Gardner. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, for your comments. We have several 
members here that are looking forward to 
dialoging with you. I'll just start it off on a 
light note. I know you're interested in do- 
mestic affairs. I have a circumstance where 
my wife is just picking up golf. Believe it or 
not, it’s true. And if you have any sugges- 
tions or comments I might make about her 
game? 

The President. Don’t say what I said 
about Barbara’s game. I learned the hard 
way on that one. I’ve been vindicated actu- 
ally, because it was she that said she stunk, 
not me. But I would suggest kind and 
gentle comments, Booth, and wish her well. 
[Laughter] 

Governor Gardner. ll pass that on to 
her. 

I'd like to now call on Governor Ashcroft. 

Governor Ashcroft. Mr. President, thank 
you very much for communicating with us 
again. Our opportunity to work with you 
has been most pleasing, particularly your 
coming to our meetings, hosting the educa- 
tion summit, and being willing to have an 
open door to us. In particular, I want to 
thank you for your commitment on the 
transportation issues. 

We do need to reinforce our commitment 
to infrastructure, but our policy of the NGA 
calls for States to retain taxing capacity. 
And I think additional Federal tax would 
eliminate my ability to raise the right re- 
sources at the State level to match Federal 
resources that would come under a new 
reauthorized bill. And obviously, it should 
be a reconstructed bill in my judgment, and 
I think you’re on the right track there. So, I 
want to thank you for your commitment to 
protect us from counterproductive Federal 
intrusion into an important State revenue 
source on the gas tax. 

On a personal note, I’ve written to all the 
Governors here about my fondness for Clar- 
ence Thomas, with whom I shared an office 
for 16 months. And you get to know a 
person pretty well in 16 months sharing the 
same room with him. I think he’s a great 
nominee, and I hope he has a chance to 
demonstrate that greatness on the Court. 


The President. 1 think he will. And I 
know there’s been some honest debate on 
that one. But you know, I don’t know if you 
can see behind me the little tiny former 
tool shed, I think, and it was standing right 
here. I must say I got all choked up when I 
heard Clarence talk about his background. 
And he did it from the heart; there’s no 
phoniness here. I honestly believe that he’ll 
be a great Justice, and at this juncture I feel 
he will be confirmed. You might talk to 
Tom Foley, who’s always very fair in these 
matters, although it’s the Senate’s business, 
and get his view. But I think he'll get a 
shot. I think he’ll be given a chance to 
serve on this Court, and I think he will 
acquit himself. 

It’s funny that Missourians, who know 
him best, seem to be, in a rather nonparti- 
san or bipartisan matter, the strongest for 
him. And so, I appreciate your words about 
him. He’s quite a guy, quite a guy. 

Governor Romer. Mr. President, Carroll 
Campbell will report in a moment on the 
Goals Panel. I want to give you an update 
on the Council on Standards and Assess- 
ment. We met last Thursday and made four 
decisions that I think are significant. 

First, as a council we decided that we 
would recommend to Congress and to the 
Goals Panel an achievement system, not 
one test, but an assessment system where 
we'd take advantage of the best that the 
States have now going and develop it as a 
total system and not just a Federal test. 

The second recommendation is that we 
work with clusters of States, that each State 
not proceed alone, but they try to group 
and use some combined efforts to save 
money and to get the job done better and 
quicker. 

Third, we recommend that we begin at 
the 4th grade and work toward the 8th and 
the 12th, rather than reverse; and to begin 
in the year ’93-’94, which is in keeping 
with your suggested timetable. 

The fourth decision we made was to 
begin with the subject matter of reading, 
writing, and arithmetic because those are 
the most available to us in a quality form by 
"93-"94. 

And I just wanted to give you that update 
because it was a lot of action and we did it, 
I think, expeditiously. 
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The one other comment Id like to share 
with you, Mr. President, is that a number of 
Governors view the standards and assess- 
ment like two pieces of bread on a sand- 
wich, and they’re both very important. We 
do need to set standards, and we do need to 
assess how well we do. But inside those two 
pieces of bread we need to fill that sand- 
wich. In other words, we need to cause 
those students to be able to reach those 
high achievement levels. And inside that 
sandwich we need to have obviously better 
teacher education. We’ve got to have better 
instructional materials, textbooks, and other 
matters. We’ve got to have better manage- 
ment of the school and substantial reform of 
the school system. 

And so, I think some of my colleagues 
wanted to share with you—we need your 
help, not just in setting the standards and in 
holding our feet to the fire on assessment 
but we need your help to fill the middle of 
that sandwich. Because many of us are 
having to go back to our taxpayers—you 
know, I know Governor Wilson in Califor- 
nia did, and many of us are having to go 
back to our taxpayers and say, you’ve got to 
put some things on the table to help us get 
this job done. You can help reinforce that 
message at a local level. And I just want to 
share that with you. 

The President. Well, Roy, thanks. And 
talk to Lamar in a little more detail about 
this and let us see what we can do. Let me 
just, without filibustering here—when you 
did that statewide program after I saw you 
with these participants from towns and 
cities across Colorado, did you run into any 
resistance to the concept of testing at all? 

Governor Romer. No, there’s apprehen- 
sion about testing, but there’s not resist- 
ance. I think what they’re concerned about 
is that they may have a heavy load laid on 
them. And say you're going to hold our feet 
to the fire, but you’re not going to give us 
the resource or the reform to get there. 
And I think we need to do both. 

The President. Okay. I think there’s been 
some resistance, but I don’t think it’s un- 
manageable, particularly if we’re able to do 
what you say here. But anyway, thanks. 

Governor Campbell. Mr. President, how 
are you? 

The President. Good, Carroll. 
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Governor Campbell. We have been 
working very, very diligently trying to get 
ready to give you a report on the Nation on 
September 30th. And we'll have a lot of 
information at that time, and it’s going to 
give us a better idea of where we stand. We 
do not yet know exactly how to measure 
goal three. But Roy Romer has been lead- 
ing the measurement effort. And I’ve 
served on that panel with him, and he’s 
making great progress. And we think that 
we will have the things in ’93-’94 that are 
necessary, particularly in the 4th grade. 

Let me say this: People want to know 
what we're really testing. We set standards, 
and then we have to know how to measure 
against those standards. And it’s my belief 
that the system is going to respond. You 
made the comment just a moment ago that 
things are happening all over America. 
They are. In every State, people are striv- 
ing to meet the goals on their own. And 
that’s what our effort’s about, is to try to 
stimulate the system to meet these goals. 
But we need your constant, your sustained 
effort on this subject and your continued 
speaking-out to remind and challenge this 
Nation. Because I think that the Nation is 
ready to respond. And through your leader- 
ship, I think it will respond. 

The President. Well, I plan to do that, 
and if I didn’t, Lamar would kill me. And 
he’s pretty much of a taskmaster, but we 
will be spending a lot of time on it. I think 
in terms of total commitment of Presiden- 
tial time, there’s been a fair amount so far. 
But I just keep seeing the need to do more 
and more, and supplementing what not 
only the Department is doing under Lamar 
and David Kearns and some really vital 
new leadership, but also what the Gover- 
nors are. 

So, I will participate and I will do my 
level-best. And talk to Tom again. We’re 
going to need help with Congress on how 
we get some of these initiatives that I know 
most Governors support, passed through 
the Congress. But I sense a spirit of real 
cooperation now and I really know I have 
to do as much as I possibly can in doing 
exactly what you’ve said. So, thanks for the 
suggestion. 

Governor Roberts. Mr. President, I had 
the opportunity last February, at the Gover- 
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nors’ Convention, to talk to John Sununu on 
two issues that I raised a question with him 
on: the issue of energy conservation and 
particularly as it related to the issue of mass 
transit. Mr. Sununu, at that time, referred 
me to the about-to-be-released “national 
energy policy” which followed our confer- 
ence by a couple of days. 

With all due respect, Mr. President, I was 
disappointed in the energy policy, particu- 
larly as it related to issues of conservation, 
which I thought the policy was somewhat 
devoid of, and as it really pushed on the 
issue of mass transit in growing city envi- 
ronments that are really being clogged and 
environmentally affected by the lack of 
mass transit. 

I think my question to you today would 
be how is this country going to move to be 
less dependent on foreign oil unless we 
move aggressively on the issue of mass tran- 
sit in city areas of this Nation? And I think 
the flip side of that coin would be how can 
we become more environmentally sound in 
this country if policies continue to the 
degree that I think they are now, to make 
choices that cause the pollution of air and 
that encourage the offshore drilling or at 
least the pressures toward that in States like 
mine, basically don’t encourage American 
people to save those resources and don’t 
really encourage us to conserve the re- 
sources of this country? 

The President. Well, of course, Governor, 
I would disagree with your hypothesis. I 
think that our energy program does have 
good sound conservation measures in it. I 
think our transportation program, I hope it 
will be helpful in helping unclog the sys- 
tems here. 

But you talk about becoming independ- 
ent from foreign oil, and then you say no 
offshore drilling. I don’t know whether you 
realize how much of our domestic oil comes 
from offshore drilling. It’s not off of Oregon, 
but it’s like closing a military base. Every- 
body wants to close military bases, but they 
want to close them in the other guy’s dis- 
trict or the other guy’s State. You want to 
see the United States independent, and 
there is no way that you can project energy 
independence without continuing to, in a 
sound environmental way, use hydrocar- 
bons. 


So, I think, take a hard look at it, analyze 
it, talk to Jim Watkins, and then let me 
know specifically where you think it falls 
short. But your State has some problems 
that I am very sympathetic to, and I know 
you're trying to sort out. You started off 
saying you wanted to mention the environ- 
ment. I find myself torn between what are 
extremes sometimes, but are really a choice 
between environment and people working. 
And that may be an oversimplification, but 
there’s an awful lot of people in your State, 
and a lot of people in the State I’m sitting 
in right now, who feel that maybe we’re 
leaning too far over on the side of environ- 
ment. 

So, I just want to say I am committed. I 
think I know something about the energy 
business. I think we are making headway. 
This reformulated gasoline for cars, I think 
we're doing well there. I don’t want to shut 
down the auto industry. I don’t want to 
impose these rigid CAFE [Corporate Aver- 
age Fuel Economy] standards. Some envi- 
ronmentalists say that’s the answer, to con- 
serve. I tell you, we are concerned about 
jobs, and I just don’t want to go to the 
extreme. 

But look, I accept your constructive com- 
ments or criticism if you will. And we'll 
take a look every way we can to see that 
we're doing our level-best. But I would 
enlist your help and your suggestions from 
your State as to what I should tell the 
people that write in that are getting thrown 
out of work by some of the extreme posi- 
tions in the environmental mode. So, please 
help us on that one. 

I don’t think you and I are far apart on it. 
I did a little homework here, but maybe we 
are. But it’s a tough one out there. I’m talk- 
ing about the endangered species—I’m off 
of the energy thing a little bit. But we’ve 
got to find our way, and we’ve got to do it 
without throwing an awful lot of people out 
of work. And yet, I think our clean air bill 
was a major step forward. I think we’ve got 
other environmental initiatives that I think 
can help in this regard. 

But look, this country cannot instantly 
turn to sun and wind and solve all our prob- 
lems. Someday maybe we can do that, and I 
think we’ve got some good research money 
in our program to do that. 
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But let’s keep talking about it. Let’s keep 
in dialog on it. Because, look, I’m not saying 
we've got all the answers, but I do think we 
have a pretty well-balanced energy pro- 
gram. It’s being attacked from both sides, so 
it must have something to recommend it. 

Governor Roberts. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

Governor Weld. Mr. President, we in 
Massachusetts are very excited about the 
North American free trade agreement that 
you are negotiating with Canada and 
Mexico. We think it’s going to enable us to 
increase our production and our exports 
and create a lot of jobs, and we think it’s 
going to be good for the country to be part 
of a 600-million-person market so we can 
compete with Europe starting in 1992. 

Some people, as you know, have criti- 
cized the agreement because of environ- 
mental problems in Mexico and wage rates 
in the other countries. I know that you have 
dealt personally with both President Salinas 
and Prime Minister Mulroney on_ these 
issues. Can you tell us, so that we can help 
to persuade our people, based on your per- 
sonal work with them, on what basis we can 
say that we envision that so far from costing 
us jobs or hurting our economy, this agree- 
ment is going to be a real stimulus and lead 
to job creation in the American States? 

The President. | can. And first, the guy 
sitting not too far from you is my monitor— 
I’m looking down now instead of at you, 
looking to see where the Speaker is. I 
expect he’s off to your right, I don’t know. 
But in any event, he can tell you that if we 
bring back a trade agreement negotiated 
with Mexico that is not considerate of the 
disparity in wages or does something to ex- 
acerbate those differences, and does not 
produce environmental change, why, that 
bill won’t pass. The agreement won’t pass. 
All we got was the right to negotiate on the 
so-called Fast Track. And so, there’s some 
checks and balances that I think properly 
lie in the United States Congress. 

But some felt in the debate, Governor, 
that we shouldn’t do anything with Mexico 
along these lines until Mexico had cleaned 
up its environment and stopped polluting 
the rivers and brought themselves up into 
the, roughly to the standard area where we 
are. It was my feeling and the feelings of 
the majority in the Congress that we ought 
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to go ahead now, get the Fast Track, nego- 
tiate, and hopefully, through expanded 
trade, Mexico would gain the wherewithal 
to do much more in the way of environ- 
ment. 

But you put it on a personal basis. Carlos 
Salinas is committed unlike any previous 
President, I think Tom will confirm this, to 
improving the environment for his people. 
And again, at the risk of being not only 
repetitious but maybe perhaps emotional 
about it, when he told me that the school 
kids in Mexico painted in the sky at night in 
their classes, lst-grade classes, with no stars 
and no moon. And he said my ambition is 
to have those children paint in the stars and 
the moon because they can see them so 
clearly every night. 

And I think most people that have fol- 
lowed it will tell you he’s moving in that 
direction. He is a new breed, a young ag- 
gressive leader, and I think in the environ- 
ment he will do exactly what we’re talking 
about. 

In terms of labor disparity, it is my belief 
that increased trade will raise wage stand- 
ards in Mexico, rather than drag them 
down. It’s isolation and it’s degradation and 
it’s excessive poverty that keeps the wage 
rates disproportionately low. And I think 
there’s plenty of examples to prove it. But 
you’re on to the two key points of this 
agreement. And we will do our level-best to 
hammer out a very sound one. 

And you know, on this one, we had differ- 
ence with many of the trade unions. They 
just differed and felt that, look, this is going 
to export jobs. I think it’s going to increase 
jobs in the United States because of the 
vigorous increase in exports that we'll see. 

So, there’s some big problems out there. 
I’ve got confidence in our negotiators. And 
I have great confidence in President Salinas 
of Mexico. And we will do our level-best to 
bring to Tom Foley and the others an 
agreement that does take care of the two 
areas which are the two most significant 
areas of debate in this FTA [free trade 
agreement] with Mexico. 

But I agree with you, it’s a good, impor- 
tant step that’s been taken by the Congress 
and the administration, and now we’ve got 
to flesh it out. 
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I might say parenthetically, and I’d ask 
for the Governors’ support on this one, help 
us, with your European friends and your 
sister cities and whoever it is, get this trade 
agreement going for the GATT. The big, 
broad picture of booming international 
trade depends on a successful conclusion to 
the Uruguay round. And we’re still having 
enormous difficulty with Europe, particular- 
ly on agriculture. And so, a lot of you go 
over there with trade missions, a lot of you 
know those leaders, and please at every 
turn, emphasize the need to move forward 
with agricultural reform. Because if we 
don’t get that, there will not be a successful 
conclusion to the Uruguay round. I 
wouldn’t be a part of it, and I wouldn’t ask 
that Tom Foley and the leaders in the 
Senate be asked to vote on a treaty that 
leaves agriculture sitting off on the side. 

So, we need the help of every American 
leader to convince these European, particu- 
larly Europe, European leaders that the 
best way to help undeveloped countries, 
the best way to guarantee an increase in 
the world economy is to get a successful 
conclusion to the GATT round. So it’s FTA 
with Mexico, but it’s also the Uruguay 
round. 

Governor Weld. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Tom Foley, as you spied on your mon- 
itor, is here to my right 

The President. Now | see him. 

Governor Weld. ——and he sends you his 
greetings. And we all thank you on behalf 
of all the Governors for being with us 
today. 

The President. Well, do you want a little 
recreational report for Governor McKer- 
nan, and Governor Weld can eat his heart 
out? I don’t know if Governor Gregg is 
there. I think my cousin caught a 14-pound 
bluefish today. It’s about to rain like hell on 
us here, it looks like, because we may catch 
some of Carroll Campbell’s business, or 
maybe it’s in North Carolina, but I’m wor- 
ried a little bit about the hurricane. 

But I appreciate your willingness to en- 
tertain my appearance in this manner. It’s a 
good way to do it. 

Tom, I’m looking forward to seeing you 
and Heather when the Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom is here, and I hope the 
regional Governors will be able to join us. I 
use this unusual invitational method to say 


to the new Governor of Vermont, if he’s 
there, he’s most welcome to come over. But 
I’m enjoying this rest and I expect, like all 
of you feel, you should take a little R&R. So, 
I'm not faking it. It’s not a business trip. 
Thank you so much, and thanks for letting 
me come over this way. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:03 p.m. from 
his home in Kennebunkport, ME, via a two- 
way video and audio hookup with the meet- 
ing in Seattle. During the teleconference, 
the following persons were referred to: Gov- 
ernor Booth Gardner of Washington; 
Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and his wife, Heather; late 
Governor Richard Snelling of Vermont; Sec- 
retary of Transportation Samuel K. Skinner; 
Governors Carroll A. Campbell of South 
Carolina, Roy R. Romer of Colorado, and 
John R. McKernan, Jr., of Maine; Secretary 
of Education Lamar Alexander; Governor 
John D. Ashcroft of Missouri; Clarence 
Thomas, nominee for Supreme Court Associ- 
ate Justice; Governor Pete Wilson of Cali- 
fornia; David T. Kearns, Deputy Secretary 
of Education; John H. Sununu, Chief of 
Staff to the President; Governor Barbara 
Roberts of Oregon; Secretary of Energy 
James D. Watkins; President Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari of Mexico; Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney of Canada; Governors William F. 
Weld of Massachusetts and Judd Gregg of 
New Hampshire; Prime Minister John Major 
of the United Kingdom; and Governor 
Howard Dean of Vermont. 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Popadiuk on the Attempted Coup in 
the Soviet Union 


August 19, 1991 


We are aware of the press reports con- 
cerning President Gorbachev. We have no 
details at this time. The President was in- 
formed by General Scowcroft. We are con- 
tinuing to seek details. 


Note: The statement referred to press reports 


of a coup against President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev of the Soviet Union. Brent Scowcroft is 
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Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Kennebunkport, Maine, on 
the Attempted Coup in the Soviet 
Union 


August 19, 1991 


The President. Let me make a few com- 
ments about these momentous and stunning 
events. While we’re still watching the situa- 
tion unfold, and it still is unfolding, all is not 
clear. It seems clearer all the time that, 
contrary to official statements out of 
Moscow, that this move was extra-constitu- 
tional, outside of the constitutional provi- 
sions for governmental change. 

Clearly, it’s a disturbing development; 
there’s no question about that. And it could 
have serious consequences for the Soviet so- 
ciety and in Soviet relations with other 
countries including the United States. Presi- 
dent Gorbachev is clearly an historic figure, 
one who’s led the Soviet Union toward 
reform domestically and toward a construc- 
tive and cooperative role in the internation- 
al arena. And it’s important to keep in mind 
the enormous changes that have taken 
place: towards openness, towards reform, 
changes in Eastern Europe, the newfound 
cooperation with the United States and 
others in the Gulf, and many other areas. 
There’s a whole new era of cooperation and 
we don’t want to see that change, obvious- 
ly. 

Gorbachev’s contributions have laid a 
foundation for progress that I am convinced 
the people in the Soviet Union want to see 
continue. This morning I’ve been in touch 
with other world leaders. I just hung up 
from talking to Chancellor Kohl; I talked to 
President Mitterrand; I talked to Prime 
Minister John Major. I’m sure I'll be talking 
to others today. I talked to the Secretary of 
State, and I talked to our DCM [Deputy 
Chief of Mission] in Moscow, who, inciden- 
tally, tells me that all of our people there 
are safe, and all are properly accounted for. 
I say that to reassure any families that are 
involved. Their information there, as you 
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can imagine, is probably as sketchy as the 
rest of the world’s at this time. 

So, what we'll do is follow the events very 
carefully as they unfold in order to deter- 
mine the appropriate response that we, in 
consultation with our allies, should make. 
And we expect that the Soviet Union will 
live up fully to its international obligations. 
And clearly, any commitments that are out- 
standing on the part of the West will be 
judged and acted on in accordance with 
that statement that the Soviet Government 
must live up to its obligations. Obviously, 
the West is not going to retreat from its 
principles of reform, openness, commitment 
to democracy. 

And there’s a lot at stake here. I don’t 
know whether to take heart or not from 
Yanayev’s statement that this does not 
mean turning back the reforms, but there 
was such a statement made by him. So, the 
situation is still quite murky inside the 
Soviet Union—have the notes here of my 
calls from, the calls I made to Kohl, Mitter- 
rand, and Major. And I think it’s fair to say 
that all of us are in total agreement with 
what I’ve said, with what John Major has 
said. President Mitterrand will be talking to 
the French television in a few hours, I’m 
told. And so, I think at this point what we 
do is simply watch the situation unfold, and 
we state and restate our principles. And 
we'll see where matters go. It’s all still un- 
folding. 

Yes. 

Q. Mr. President, you know Yanayev. You 
mentioned you met him at the airport the 
last time you were in Moscow. What do you 
make of him? What does your gut tell you 
about him?P 

The President. Well, my gut instinct was 
that he has a certain commitment to 
reform. The book on it so far has been 
something to the contrary. But I think it’s 
not he that is calling the shots. And you see 
some of the other individuals involved; they 
have been real hard-liners. One of the rea- 
sons that we have conducted our policy the 
way we have is to encourage reform and 
democracy. And I’ve said over and over 
again that we did not want to see a coup 
backed by the KGB and the military. And 
apparently that is what is underway. 
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I think it’s also important to know that 
coups can fail. They can take over at first, 
and then they run up against the will of the 
people. So, it’s too early to say, but let’s 
hope that Yanayev, when he made his state- 
ment, was speaking from conviction, his 
statement being that this will not mean set- 
ting back, as I understand it, setting back 
reform and commitment to go forward. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

The President. Let me finish. We’ve got a 
followup over here. 

Q. Have you or will you try to reach Gor- 
bachev, Yanayev, or Yeltsin? 

The President. Well, I have not called 
them yet. John Major placed a call, and I 
believe was told that the lines were down 
or that it was impossible to get through to 
them. But we may try to do that. 

All this stuff is unfolding. It’s just hap- 
pened. And we will take a calm approach to 
it, but a firm stand based on principle. 

Q. Mr. President, have U.S. forces been 
placed in any heightened alert because of 
this? 

The President. No. 

Q. And do you plan to cut short your 
vacation because of this? 

The President. Well, I will do what’s nec- 
essary and what I think will be helpful in 
making clear the United States position. 
And I’m not interested in show business, 
not interested in make-work. I am interest- 
ed in following this with, based on the prin- 
ciples that we hold dear, and I will follow it 
very, very closely. Whether I go back to 
Washington or not is yet to be decided. If I 
thought it would help in any way, I would 
do that. But to—as you know, we have very 
good communications. We’re in touch with 
everybody here, both by secure line and by 
unsecure, just open lines. 

So, it’s a little early to say what I'll be 
doing, but you can rest assured I will do 
what is in the best interest of United States 
foreign policy. 

Q. Has the United States detected any 
heightened alert on the part of Soviet 
forces in Central Europe or in the Soviet 
Union? 

The President. Well, I don’t think there 
have been any changed there, but certainly 
we’ve seen heightened use of Soviet force 
in Moscow and outside which concern us. 


Q. What do you believe the motivation is, 
sir, behind the coup? Why did they remove 
him? 

The President. We don’t know that. We 
don’t know that. Clearly, some of the hard- 
liners have been concerned about the ra- 
pidity of reform. They’ve been concerned 
about the demise of the Communist Party 
per se. And I think they’ve also been con- 
cerned about the Soviet economy. But in a 
coup of this manner, you never know 
what’s going to happen. I think Gorbachev 
was as surprised as anybody, obviously. And 
let’s just remain open on this as to whether 
it’s gaging to succeed or not. We’re seeing 
the first returns, you might say, coming in. 
But the people’s commitment to reform 
and democracy and openness is very pro- 
found. And I think it’s awful early to say 
that those changes are reversible. 

I’m inclined to believe that when people 
understand freedom and taste freedom, and 
see democracy in action, that they’re not 
going to want to change. And you have, of 
course, the whole force in conviction of the 
Russian Republic and what happened 
through its elections. And so, it’s still early; 
it’s very early to have a lot of final answers. 

Q. Mr. President, do you actually know 
who’s in charge right now, and more par- 
ticularly, who’s in charge of the Soviet nu- 
clear arsenal? Is that a great concern? 

The President. Well, I don’t imagine 
there’s been any change in that. And we 
don’t know who’s in charge, except that 
they say Mr. Yanayev is in charge. 

Q. Has his government, or whatever it is, 
attempted to contact the administration in 
any way? 

The President. So far, no. But we may 
contact them. But I don’t want to do any- 
thing that we would give approval to these 
extra-constitutional, outside-the-constitution 
changes that have taken place. 

Q. Are you going to stop the process of 
economic cooperation that’s been unfolding 
in recent months with the Soviets? 

The President. 1 think things will be on 
hold. If we’re going to set back democracy, 
set back reform, obviously not only the 
United States, but Europe will put things on 
hold as well. There’s a lot at stake in all of 
this, and certainly I wouldn’t go forward 
with aid or assistance when you have this 
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kind of extra-constitutional action taken by 
a handful of people backed up by the mili- 
tary there. We know most of these people 
that are involved in all of this, and this is a 
fairly hard-lined, a very hard-lined group 
that have elected to take matters into their 
own hands. But what hasn’t been heard 
from yet are the people of the Soviet 
Union. 

Q. Mr. Yeltsin seems to have called for a 
general strike and protest. Do you support 
that? 

The President. Well, we'll just see what 
happens on that. 

Q. Mr. Yeltsin has said that the Russian 
federation will not abide by the new de- 
crees. Do you support that, sir? 

The President. Well, I support what I’ve 
outlined here as our principles, and certain- 
ly I can understand where an elected 
leader like Mr. Yeltsin is coming from. One 
of the reasons his visit to the United States 
was so successful, and it was, and I’ve said it 
over and over again, is because he was 
elected by an overwhelming number of 
people in the largest Republic. 

I think what he is doing is simply express- 
ing the will of the people there to have 
these reforms and have democracy, the 
steps already taken to democracy, strength- 
ened. I hope that people heed his call. 

Q. Mr. President, in your conversations 
with Gorbachev a couple of weeks ago, did 
he give any suggestion that this was a possi- 
bility, and did U.S. intelligence detect any 
preparations for this? 

The President. | don’t know of any intelli- 
gence that predicted that there would be a 
coup at midnight U.S. time or whatever it 
was yesterday. There’s always been a con- 
cern. I think if we go back, I think you 
would see that I’ve expressed concerns 
about the hard-liners taking over. But no, 
Gorbachev didn’t mention that to me, and 
Gorbachev feels, and I expect he still feels 
this way: that the taste of democracy is such 
that people aren’t going to regurgitate it, 
that they want it to go forward in spite of 
the very difficult economic times that are 
extant in the Soviet Union. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you feel you 
could do at this point to affect events in the 
Soviet Union, if anything? 

The President. There’s very little we can 
do except to reiterate, in total cooperation 
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with the European allies, our commitment 
to these principles of reform and openness 
and democratic change. And that’s what we 
are going to continue to do. I’ve indicated 
that business will not be business as usual 
because we will not support economic aid 
programs, for example, if adherence to 
extra-constitutional means goes forward. 

Q. Mr. President, you said the economic 
aid was on hold. What about the START 
treaty? Will you hold back on that as well? 

The President. No. These treaties are in 
the interest of the United States clearly, and 
they have said that all treaties will be 
abided by. And that’s good. We won’t want 
to go back to the cold war days, and we’re 
not going to do that. This is a very frustrat- 
ing and unconstructive step. But we’re not 
going to go back to that. We’re not going to 
go back to seeing Europe as it used to be 
with Soviet forces all through Eastern 
Europe. So, we’re not trying to go back to 
square one. What we’re trying to do is say 
let the situation clear up but adhere to cer- 
tain fundamental principles. 

Q. How can you be sure the hard-line 
government would honor these in terms of 
the treaty? 

The President. Well, hard-line govern- 
ments in the past adhered to certain trea- 
ties that were enacted, and so I don’t think 
we need to raise that specter at this point. 
Obviously if they weren’t adhering to the 
treaty that would be a whole different, the 
treaties, the series of treaties, that would be 
a whole different ball game. 

Q. Sir, can you tell us whether our Em- 
bassy has made any effort to get through 
there or whether there has been any official 
contact between our Government and 
theirs at any level that you know of? 

The President. Right now I don’t know. 
As I say, I talked to Jim Collins over there, 
and I think they’re watching matters 
unfold. But whether they’ve talked to any- 
body in the hierarchy there, I simply don’t 
know. 

Q. Mr. President, the people who would 
seem most vulnerable at this point are 
probably the republican leaders. Is there 
anything that the U.S. or the West can do to 
help the Republics from being pulled back 
in by a military 
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The President. There’s very little we can 
do right now, except to reiterate what I’ve 
said here: that we will support those who 
adhere to these principles, democratic prin- 
ciples, and that includes reform and peres- 
troika and glasnost, as they’re referred to. 
But we are going to watch the situation 
unfold, and if we see ways to be helpful, of 
course, we will be. But we’re dealing with a 
situation that, at best, is murky at this point 
and is very disturbing at this point. 

Q. Sir, could you just give us a detail or 
two on when you learned of this, how late 
you stayed up on it, how early you got up? 

The President. 1 learned about it last 
night around, what was it, Brent, 11:50 p.m. 
or 12 a.m. or something like that. And then 
I talked to the Situation Room early this 
morning, been talking to General Scowcroft 
from the early hours on, 5 a.m. on. And the 
question is, what can you do, Brit [Brit 
Hume, ABC News]? Is it show business, or 
should we really spell out these principles? 
And I know there’s a lot of—I’ve heard 
some of the commentators telling me how I 
ought to conduct this business. But my 
mind goes back to how it was a year ago in 
another very troubling international situa- 
tion. So, we will follow it closely. We will 
conduct ourselves appropriately, be in 
touch with these foreign leaders, act with 
them to do whatever we can do to keep the 
reforms going forward. 

And it’s not a time for flamboyance or 
show business or posturing on the part of 
any countries, certainly, the United States. 
We have disproportionate responsibilities in 
handling these matters with confidence and 
cool and a, I think, informed way. And 
we're still gathering a great deal of informa- 
tion. 

Q. Mr. President, the representation in 
Moscow is in transition right now. Is that 
causing a bit of a problem for Ambassador 
Matlock as well? 

The President. No. No, it’s causing none. 
The Embassy is in very firm hands, and I 
expect that Ambassador Strauss will hit the 
ground running when he gets over there. 

Q. I'm sorry, sir, do you expect that he 
will continue to be sent—— 

The President. Well, as I say, if I have any 
announcements along those lines, or any 
other lines, I'll be sure to let you guys know 
right away because it’s a matter of impor- 


tance.. But it just happened, as you know, a 
few hours ago, and a lot of wheels starting 
to turn. 

Q. Mr. President, you said you don’t want 
to go back to the cold war days. But at this 
point, do you feel that the Soviet Union 
may again be a threat to the United States? 

The President. A threat in what sense? 

Q. Military threat? 

The President. I think we’ve always based 
our defense posture on the fact that Soviet 
missiles are aimed against the United States. 
One of the reasons I rejoiced in getting a 
strategic arms talk is that there will be 
fewer missiles aimed against the United 
States. But nobody in their fondest dreams 
has suggested that that is not a problem. 
We have other areas where we have diver- 
gent interests. Cuba is one of them. 

I don’t want to see us overstate things 
here so as to wipe out the progress that has 
been made in international cooperation on 
many fronts. And if you think there’s some 
concerns here about this, try talking to the 
Germans about it; they don’t want to see 
the clock set back. Nor do the Eastern Eu- 
ropeans. And I don’t think that will happen. 
But I don’t want to, in the wake of a very 
unfortunate and bad series of events taking 
place, act like we’re going to go back into a 
status quo ante, go back and encourage 
through reckless statements something to 
take place that would set the clock back to 
where it was before these changes under 
Gorbachev took place. 

Q. Would your preferred course of action 
at this point be for a return of Gorbachev to 
power? 

The President. Well, I’ve always felt that 
he represented the best opportunity to see 
reform go forward. He’s been in a bit of a 
balancing act, as we all know. One of the 
reasons we supported him, two reasons: 
one, he was the President of the Soviet 
Union, and thus we conducted our business 
as we should through the President. But 
secondly, he represented enormous produc- 
tive and fantastic change. And I think 
throwing him out in this manner is counter- 
productive, totally. And I’m sure that the 
Western European leaders agree with that. 

So, if he were there, obviously, I think 
the world would be sighing with relief now. 
And they understand, I think, more clearly 
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why we have been trying to keep our for- 
eign policy based on the fact that he of- 
fered the best hope. But we have other 
democratic forces there now, and we want 
to give them the kind of support we can 
without being counterproductive. 

Q. Mr. President, have you tried the hot 
line, and who’s on the other end? 

The President. No, we haven't tried the 
hot line. We’re not going to overexcite the 
American people or the world. And so, we 
will conduct our diplomacy in a prudent 
fashion, not driven by excess, not driven by 
extreme. 

Q. How do you see this situation affecting 
the prospects for a hostage release and 
prospects for a Middle East peace confer- 
ence in October? 

The President. Well, I don’t know. But 
there was one area where we've been 
working very cooperatively with the Soviet 
Union. Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh has 
been extraordinarily constructive in that, 
and so was President Gorbachev. But it is 
way too early. But here’s an area where 
cooperation between the Soviet Union and 
the United States was extraordinarily impor- 
tant and remains important. But as the situ- 
ation unfolds, I don’t know how this new 
leadership, if this coup is successful, are 
going to treat these matters. But I think it 
would be very counterproductive to have it 
go back to square one in the Middle East 
when we have an opportunity for a break- 
through and for peace. It’s a good question, 
but it is way too early to give an definitive 
answer to it. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any back- 
channel intelligence on the whereabouts of 
Mr. Gorbachev? 

The President. No. 

Q. Mr. President, why do you say that 
using the hot line, attempting direct con- 
duct, why do you suggest that might be 
some flamboyant kind of gesture? 

The President. Because I think the hot 
line is—there’s other ways to call is one 
thing. Secondly, the hot line people connect 
with some kind of military problem be- 
tween the Soviet Union and the United 
States. And do you think I want to suggest 
that to the American people or to the 
people in Europe? Absolutely not. And 
there’s other ways to communicate other 
than the so-called hot line. 
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All right, you got it. Don’t say we never 
give you any news up here. 

Q. That’s right. [Laughter] Guaranteed 
news. 


Hurricane Bob 


Q. Are you worried about that hurricane 
that’s bearing down on us? 

The President. This afternoon—be 
coming in. Well, it’s not the hurricane itself, 
we hope, but it looks like—here’s our Coast 
Guard Commander; he can give you the 
latest. What is itP Commander Justice. 

Commander Justice. The storm this after- 
noon: 30- to 60-knot sustained winds; gusts, 
maybe, to 70, and 4- to 7-foot tidal surge. 

Q. Good boating weather? [Laughter] 

The President. Boats are out. 

Brent Scowcroft. It’s golfing weather. 
[Laughter] 

Q. a storm like that here at Walker’s 
Point or would you be inclined to get out of 
here if something like that 

The President. This wouldn’t scare us a 
bit. 

Q. You’re not recommending evacuating? 

Q. You're not? 

Q. As of—based on what you know now, 
or 

Commander Justice. As of right now 
we're not. 

Q. Okay. Thank you. 

The President. People in the Shawmut 
may want to reconsider. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 7:50 a.m. at 
his home in Kennebunkport, ME. In the 
exchange, the following persons were re- 
ferred to: President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
the Soviet Union; Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
of Germany; President Francois Mitterrand 
of France; Prime Minister John Major of the 
United Kingdom; Secretary of State James 
A. Baker III; Jim Collins, Deputy Chief of 
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow; 
Vice President Gennady Yanayev of the 
Soviet Union; President Boris Yeltsin of the 
Republic of Russia; Brent Scowcroft, Assist- 
ant to the President for National Security 
Affairs; Jack Matlock, former U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to the Soviet Union; Robert S. Strauss, 
Ambassador-designate to the Soviet Union; 
Foreign Minister Aleksandr Bessmertnykh 
of the Soviet Union and Lt. Cmdr. Wayne 
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E. Justice of the U.S. Coast Guard. Parts of 
this exchange could not be verified because 
the tape was incomplete. 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Popadiuk on the Attempted Coup in 
the Soviet Union 


August 19, 1991 


President Bush met with his national se- 
curity advisers this afternoon in the Roose- 
velt Room for an update on the situation in 
the Soviet Union. Attending were Governor 
Sununu, General Scowcroft, Deputy Nation- 
al Security Adviser Robert Gates, Acting 
Secretary of State Eagleburger, Acting Sec- 
retary of Defense Atwood, Deputy Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Robson, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Colin Powell, 
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
Kerr, and Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency Director Lehman. In addition, rep- 
resentatives from the National Security 
Council, Treasury, and Department of De- 
fense attended. President Bush stated the 
seriousness of the situation and discussed 
the phone calls he has had with various 
world leaders. President Bush has called the 
President of the EC, Prime Minister Lub- 
bers, Presidents Ozal, Havel, and Walesa, 
and Prime Minister Antall. Earlier Presi- 
dent Bush had spoken with Chancellor 
Kohl, President Mitterrand, and Prime Min- 
isters Mulroney, Major, Andreotti, Kaifu, 
and Gonzalez. 

In the conversations with East European 
leaders, the irreversibility of the democratic 
process in Eastern Europe was emphasized. 
President Bush agreed to stay in close touch 
with the East European leaders and 
pledged continuing U.S. support for the 
economic and political reform process in 
the region. 

Soviet Ambassador Komplektov, at his re- 
quest, met with Acting Secretary Eagle- 
burger at noon at the State Department 
and this afternoon with Robert Gates at the 
White House. In his meeting with Mr. 
Gates, Ambassador Komplektov also pre- 
sented a letter for President Bush from 
Soviet Vice President Yanayev. 


Note: The statement referred to John H. 
Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President; 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs; Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs; Law- 
rence S. Eagleburger, Deputy Secretary of 
State; Donald J. Atwood, Deputy Secretary 
of Defense; John E. Robson, Deputy Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; Gen. Colin L. Powell, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Rich- 
ard J. Kerr, Deputy Director of Central In- 
telligence; Director Ronald F. Lehman II of 
the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency; Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers of 
The Netherlands and current President of 
the European Council; President Turgut 
Ozal of Turkey; President Vaclav Havel of 
Czechoslovakia; President Lech Walesa of 
Poland; Prime Minister Jozsef Antall of 
Hungary; Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Ger- 
many; President Francois Mitterrand of 
France; Prime Minister Brian Mulroney of 
Canada; Prime Minister John Major of the 
United Kingdom; Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti of Italy; Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu of Japan; Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez Marquez of Spain; Soviet Ambassador 
to the United States Viktor Komplektov; 
and Vice President Gennady Yanayev of 
the Soviet Union. Gennady Yanayev served 
as head of the State Committee for the State 
of Emergency during the attempted coup. 


Statement on the Attempted Coup in 
the Soviet Union 


August 19, 1991 


We are deeply disturbed by the events of 
the last hours in the Soviet Union and con- 
demn the unconstitutional resort to force. 
While the situation continues to evolve and 
information remains incomplete, the appar- 
ent unconstitutional removal of President 
Gorbachev, the declaration of a state of 
emergency, and the deployment of Soviet 
military forces in Moscow and other cities 
raise the most serious questions about the 
future course of the Soviet Union. This mis- 
guided and _ illegitimate effort by-passes 
both Soviet law and the will of the Soviet 
peoples. 
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Accordingly, we support President Yelt- 
sin’s call for “restoration of the legally elect- 
ed organs of power and the reaffirmation of 
the post of USSR President M.S. Gorba- 
chev.” 

Greater democracy and openness in 
Soviet society, including steps toward im- 
plementation of Soviet obligations under 
the Helsinki Final Act and the Charter of 
Paris, have made a crucial contribution to 
the welcome improvement in East-West re- 
lations during the past few years. 

In these circumstances, U.S. policy will be 
based on the following guidelines: 


—We believe the policies of reform in the 
Soviet Union must continue, including 
democratization, the process of peace- 
ful reconciliation between the center 
and the republics, and economic trans- 
formation; 


—We support all constitutionally elected 
leaders and oppose the use of force or 
intimidation to suppress them or re- 
strict their right to free speech; 


—We oppose the use of force in the 
Baltic States or against any Republics to 
suppress or replace democratically 
elected governments; 


—We call upon the Soviet Union to abide 
by its international treaties and com- 
mitments, including its commitments to 
respect basic human rights and demo- 
cratic practices under the Helsinki Ac- 
cords, and the Charter of Paris; 


—We will avoid in every possible way 
actions that would lend legitimacy or sup- 
port to this coup effort; 


—We have no interest in a new cold war 
or in the exacerbation of East-West ten- 
sions; 


—At the same time, we will not support 
economic aid programs if adherence to 
extra-constitutional means continues. 


Note: The statement referred to President 
Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union and 
President Boris Yeltsin of the Republic of 
Russia. 
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The President’s News Conference in 
Kennebunkport, Maine, on the 
Attempted Coup in the Soviet Union 
August 20, 1991 


The President. The events in the Soviet 
Union continue to deeply concern the 
whole world. The unconstitutional seizure 
of power is an affront to the goals and aspi- 
rations that the Soviet peoples have been 
nurturing over the past years. This action 
also puts the Soviet Union at odds with the 
world community and undermines the posi- 
tive steps that have been undertaken to 
make the Soviet Union an integral and posi- 
tive force in the world affairs. 

I have this morning spoken with Boris 
Yeltsin, the freely elected leader of the Rus- 
sian Republic, and I assured Mr. Yeltsin of 
continued U.S. support for his goal of the 
restoration of Mr. Gorbachev as the consti- 
tutionally chosen leader. And I also shared 
with him the support that other world lead- 
ers voiced in my several conversations yes- 
terday, conversations I had with those lead- 
ers in Eastern Europe and leaders in West- 
ern Europe as well, Prime .Minister Kaifu, 
and I gave him that reassurance. Mr. Yeltsin 
is encouraged by the support of the Soviet 
people and their determination in the face 
of these trying circumstances. He expressed 
his gratitude for our support of him and 
President Gorbachev. 

The situation concerning President Gor- 
bachev’s status is still unclear. And I’ve 
twice tried to reach him by phone, includ- 
ing within the last hour, but have so far 
been unsuccessful. 

We continue to closely monitor this situa- 
tion. Our new, and I might add, very able 
Ambassador to the Soviet Union, Robert 
Strauss, just sworn in, will be departing im- 
mediately for Moscow to take charge of our 
Embassy and to report to me on the situa- 
tion that he finds in the Soviet Union. So, 
I’m asking him to go over there, get the lay 
of the land, establish what will be strong 
leadership—the Embassy, we’ve got a good 
team in place, but this man is in charge of 
this important mission—and then to return 
within the next several days to give me a 
full, personal report on what he sees there. 

He will not be presenting his credentials 
on this trip. It’s going to be a short trip. 
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And I’ve said that this group assumed 
power extra-constitutionally. 

In conclusion, I want to emphasize that 
we are going to monitor the situation close- 
ly and consider its ramifications throughout 
the entire world. And I’ve emphasized in 
my conversation with the Eastern European 
leaders that the democratic processes in 
their country cannot be reversed. Eastern 
Europe is important. And I’ve called three 
of the leaders, and I want to take this op- 
portunity to assure them of our continued 
interest and the need to retain calm in 
those countries. And indeed, they were 
very grateful for the contact by the United 
States. 

The United States will continue to sup- 
port the economic and political reforms in 
their countries. And I will continue to seek 
the advice and counsel of Eastern European 
leaders in the days ahead. And of course, 
the Secretary and I will be in close touch 
with the Western European leaders and 
others around the globe. 

Because this is an ongoing process of con- 
sultations, we intend to maintain a more 
formal work schedule during the remainder 
of my stay in Maine. There will be a 
number of meetings with Government offi- 
cials and private sector experts related to 
the events in the Soviet Union. There will 
be daily briefings on a formalized basis by 
my national security advisers, and I will be 
keeping in touch with Secretary Baker. 

As you know, I will be receiving Prime 
Minister Mulroney and also Prime Minister 
Major and, of course, receiving Ambassador 
Strauss when he returns. 

Secretary Baker will be leaving today for 
the NATO ministerial [meeting] that will be 
held in Brussels. 

These difficult events in the Soviet Union 
I believe demonstrate the wisdom of our 
strong and continuous support for the proc- 
ess of reform and restructuring. We'll con- 
tinue to support the democratic processes 
that have been set in motion in the Soviet 
Union. And most importantly, I know that 
the American people stand behind the 
people of the Soviet Union who are seeking 
more freedom and more opportunity in 
their society. 

So, I'd like now to turn this podium over 
to Ambassador Strauss for a comment, and 
then Secretary Baker, and I will be glad to 


take questions, or the Ambassador. And I 
have here, of course, our top national secu- 
rity team and Secretary Cheney, and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs is here, the 
Vice President. And if you want to direct 
questions to any of them, why, that would 
be fine, too. We’re following all, the situa- 
tions on all fronts there, economic, military, 
whatever it is, very, very closely. 

Bob. 

Ambassador Strauss. Thank you, Mr. 
President. Let me just very briefly say that 
circumstances have changed rather dra- 
matically since I accepted this assignment. 
It’s a different world. Nevertheless, al- 
though circumstances have changed, as I’ve 
said, it seems to me that my mission re- 
mains basically the same. And that is to go 
to Moscow to speak very clearly, speak very 
plainly, and if necessary with undiplomatic 
candor from time to time—to speak for you, 
Mr. President, and you, Mr. Secretary, and 
for the American people, and to speak for 
the principles of freedom and democracy 
and rule of law. And that I intend to do. 

I thank you for this, I express my appre- 
ciation to you for the confidence you’ve 
shown in me, and I'll do my best to fulfill 
the job. Thank you, sir. 

The President. Well, I'd be glad to enter- 
tain a few questions. 

Q. Mr. President, is there any evidence, 
do you have any evidence that this coup 
might be on shaky ground, what you men- 
tioned yesterday about sometimes coups fail 
and that possibly the opposition that’s rally- 
ing around Yeltsin has any possibilities to 
turn it around? And what kind of support 
are you able, or will you give them other 
than verbal? 

The President. Well, I said yesterday that 
some coups fail. The likelihood of this, it’s 
hard to evaluate in this circumstance. How- 
ever, there appears to be very strong sup- 
port from the people in the Soviet Union 
for constitutional government, for demo- 
cratic reform. And when you see the num- 
bers turn out—President Yeltsin told me 
that he anticipated there were, he thought 
there were 100,000 people near his build- 
ing when I talked to him a few minutes 
ago. He thinks that there will be strong 
support from the labor to his request that 
labor go out and don’t produce until this 
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matter is resolved. So, you don’t take free- 
dom away from people very easily. You 
don’t set back democracy very easily. And 
I'd say that it is in the best interest of the 
Soviet Union in its relations with other 
countries if a constitutional government is 
promptly put back into operation there. 

Q. Mr. President, what kind of support, 
though, are you going to give Yeltsin, or are 
you—just have to stay on the sidelines and 
offer verbal encouragement? 

The President. Well, we're certainly 
going to offer encouragement in every way 
we can. And we’re making very clear to the 
coup plotters and the coup people that 
there will not be normal relations with the 
United States as long as this illegal coup 
remains in effect. 

The Western Europeans have met, and 
they have come out with a statement along 
those lines. And I think, with the exception 
of a few renegade regimes around the 
world, we’re seeing universal condemna- 
tion. So let’s hope that that will bring these 
people to their senses. 

I was just looking here at the statement 
from the EC decisions, and they have con- 
cluded that the CSCE human rights confer- 
ence in Moscow should not go forward, and 
we will certainly back them in that. Techni- 
cal assistance, they’re following what I men- 
tioned yesterday in holding back all of that. 
And they have some serious economic prob- 
lems, and they need the help of the West, 
and they need the cooperation of Eastern 
Europe, and they’re not going to get it 
under existing conditions. 

Q. What happens now to the cosponsor- 
ship of the Middle East conference—will we 
do it alone—and other front-burner issues 
with the Soviet Union? And what was the 
gist of the letter from Yanayev? 

The President. It’s far too early to say 
what will happen to the Middle East confer- 
ence. The whole world wants to see that 
succeed. The hopes for peace in the Middle 
East—and again, I credit Secretary Baker 
for his indefatigable efforts in putting to- 
gether this peace process—the whole world 
wants to see it succeed. I hope that there 
will be no frustration to that on the part of 
the Soviet Union who have heretofore 
played a very constructive role in all of 
that. 
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But again, we are not in contact with 
Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh. We simply 
don’t know what’s going to happen. 

What was the other part of your ques- 
tionP 

Q. go it alone? 

The President. We will continue to fight 
for, continue to use our best efforts to bring 
peace to the Middle East, no matter what 
happens; of course we will. But let’s face it, 
the Soviet Union heretofore has been con- 
structive. They’re important in the United 
Nations concept, and they’re important on 
their own with the relations they have with 
some other countries. 

It is ironic that only a handful of coun- 
tries, predictably extreme countries, have 
supported what’s happening in Moscow. I 
think of Libya, I think of Iraq, and I think 
of Cuba. These are renegades. These are 
people that have been swimming against 
the tide of democracy. The rest of the 
world appears to be very upset with this 
usurpation of power. 

Q. Mr. President, in the past you’ve had 
differences with Chancellor Kohl over mon- 
etary aid to the Soviet Union. In your tele- 
phone conversation with him yesterday, did 
you say that it was imperative that they not 
give any money to the new regime? 

The President. No. We worked out at the 
G-7 meeting an agreement with Chancellor 
Kohl that he fully supported. Germany has 
some special problems. Germany wants 
those Russian troops out of a unified Ger- 
many. We want the troops out of a unified 
Germany, but that was not discussed. 

Q. Aside from Secretary Baker’s trip to 
Brussels, is this situation such that you 
might want to see the European leaders 
meet together in a summit? 

The President. Well, I'm not sure that 
that’s the next step. We’re in close contact 
with them. I talked to the G~7 leaders yes- 
terday, including Ruud Lubbers, the Prime 
Minister of The Netherlands who is head of 
the EC now. And I’m not sure that a face- 
to-face meeting of the European leaders 
and the United States and Japan would be 
productive at this point. But I think the 
process of Jim going to NATO, his doing 
that, is a very important step. 

Yes, these two over here. 
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Q. Mr. President, when you say that eco- 
nomic relations with the Soviet Union are 
now on hold, does that mean that you’re 
actively going after suspending grain cred- 
its, for example, or delaying most-favored- 
nation status? 

The President. We’re just sitting here for 
a while leaving everything on hold, as I’ve 
said. We’re reviewing all these matters, and 
it’s way too early to say how each individual 
category is going to work out. It’s simply— 
we've got to just take our time. We’ve got 
to be prudent, a word I think is applicable 
here. And I think we’ve got to be strong. I 
think the world is turning to the United 
States for leadership here, many countries. 
And I think the best thing to do now is to 
put these matters on hold. We did this yes- 
terday. As you’ve seen, the Europeans, 
Western Europeans, have followed suit. We 
don’t want to hurt people anywhere in 
terms of starvation, things of that nature. 
But that’s not the question right now. So, 
it’s premature for me to say what agree- 
ments will go forward and what won't. I 
will always have in mind what is in the 
national interest of the United States, how- 
ever. 

Q. Mr. President, in light of your state- 
ment of yesterday, late yesterday afternoon, 
and in light of the fact that you’re now 
denouncing the new regime in Moscow as 
illegitimate and unconstitutional, might you 
now or soon be considering granting to 
Lithuania and the other Baltic Republics 
that are, after all, elected governments the 
full recognition they have long demanded? 

The President. Our position on the Baltic 
States has not changed. And if there’s ever 
a change in the position, we’ll let you know. 
As you all know, we have not ever recog- 
nized the forceable incorporation of the 
Baltic States into the Soviet Union. And 
that’s where that matter is right now. But 
we are not giving up on the restoration of 
constitutional government in the Soviet 
Union itself. And so we'll leave that matter 
right there. 

Q. ——if that fails, sir, what—— 

The President. I'm not going to go into 
any hypothesis. I don’t want to give hope to 
the coup plotters by suggesting that it is 
going to fail. 

Let’s see who we have over here. 


Q. Are you saying that if the coup suc- 
ceeds and the Soviet government, this new 
Soviet government is in power a long time, 
that the U.S. still would not recognize the 
Soviet Union? 

The President. You must have missed 
what I said to Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News]. 
I’m not going to go into anything that hypo- 
thetical. There’s-no point in trying to spell 
out way in advance of events what we 
might or might not do. And the main thing 
I want to do is see the restoration of consti- 
tutional government. 

So, I’m sorry, I’m not going to take hypo- 
thetical questions or respond to questions of 
a hypothetical nature. I simply can’t do 
that. 

Q. You’re very definite in the short term 
about not recognizing them? 

The President. I'm very definite in what I 
said in this statement, yes. 

Q. Mr. President, have you heard from 
Mr. Yeltsin on the whereabouts or the well- 
being of Mr. Gorbachev? Or from anyone 
else, for that matter? 

The President. Mr. Yeltsin told me that 
he tried to send emissaries to see Mr. Gor- 
bachev, that those emissaries were unsuc- 
cessful because Mr. Gorbachev is being pre- 
vented from seeing people. As I say, I’ve 
tried to call him yesterday. I think Prime 
Minister Major tried the same thing. I tried 
again today. Mr. Gorbachev is the duly con- 
stituted leader of the Soviet Union. And we 
will continue to try. 

The other thing that Yeltsin told me is, 
and I think he’s said this publicly, that he 
feels that if this medical answer has any 
validity to it that the World Health Organi- 
zation should be permitted to see and ex- 
amine Mr. Gorbachev. I can tell you that 
Yeltsin doesn’t believe that, and I must tell 
you I don’t believe it. But that is one of the 
canards being thrown out. It’s really old- 
fashioned. But nevertheless, we will contin- 
ue to try to stand with Mr. Gorbachev as 
Yeltsin is trying to do. 

Q. Are you going to have to increase our 
stores of ammunition now, or are you going 
to leave more troops in Europe than you 
would have taken out? 

The President. I'm not crossing any of 
those bridges now at all. I’ve mentioned the 
matter is where it stands. We’re not moving 
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any forces. Secretary Cheney and General 
Powell can respond to that when I finish if 
anyone wants to go further, but there’s 
no—I’m not trying to elevate any chance of 
military confrontation. Nobody wants that, 
and I expect, I hope, that that’s true of the 
coup plotters. It’s certainly true of Eastern 
Europe, of Western Europe, and of the 
United States of America. And it’s darn sure 
true of the people that elected Mr. Yeltsin, 
and it’s true of the people that have sup- 
ported constitutional reform in the Soviet 
Union which are vast majorities. So I'll 
leave it right there. 

Q. Should the new Soviet regime be that 
concerned about American threats, consid- 
ering it so far has been a bloodless coup and 
considering our response to the Tiananmen 
Square massacre? 

The President. Who is threatening? Who 
is threatening? 

Q. Well, you’re not going to give them 
any diplomatic recognition at this point. 

The President. 1 don’t view that as a 
threat. I view that as a factual statement. 
That’s not threatening at all. We are com- 
mitted, nobody should be surprised that we 
remain committed to democratic reform 
and to constitutional government there. 
That means that Gorbachev, who was con- 
stitutionally installed, is in our view in 
power. 

You know, it’s interesting that Yanayev is 
saying he looks forward to working with 
Gorbachev. It seems to me that gives a cer- 
tain credibility to what I’m just saying. I’ve 
raised the question, I hope not in a testy 
manner, about military confrontation be- 
cause I think we want to cool that. This 
isn’t a time to threaten militarily or to 
move forces around just to show machoism. 
That’s not what’s called for here. What’s 
called for is diplomacy. What’s called for is 
commitment to principle, backing those 
people who are committed to reform, back- 
ing the people in the Soviet Union and in 
the Republics. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that there are 
other democratic forces in the Soviet 
Union, that they may help. It seems that 
you wouldn’t settle for anything but Gorba- 
chev. But do you see other democratic 
forces emerging there that could play a 
very big role? Who are they? And also, do 
you trust them? 
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The President. There are plenty of people 
that are committed. Look at the mayor of 
Leningrad, for example. There are plenty of 
people who are committed to democracy 
and to reform there and in the Republics. I 
think one of the things that triggered this 
coup, the timing of the coup, was the fact 
that a union treaty was about to be signed 
which gave certain rights to these Repub- 
lics. 

So, believe me, there’s thousands and mil- 
lions of people that are committed to demo- 
cratic reform. But why should I go into that 
question that might imply that we are turn- 
ing our backs on the duly constituted 
leader? We’re not going to do that. 

Q. The present group seems to be trying 
to appeal to the people because they feel 
that they are hungry and they want food. 
Do you think that the London [economic] 
summit could have done something more 
financially? 

The President. What they’re trying to do 
is to say: “Look, we’ve got energy problems. 
We've got food problems. We’ve got health 
problems, and we, the unelected coup, are 
going to solve those problems.” They can’t 
do it without outside support. Mr. Yeltsin 
knows that. Mr. Gorbachev knows that. And 
these people will understand that. But what 
they’re doing is trying to cloak their illegal 
move in the usurping power by saying to 
the people, “We’re going to help you in 
these areas where you've been short- 
changed.” That will not succeed. They’re 
going to need to go forward with these re- 
forms if the Soviet Union is going to fulfill 
its potential. So, that is a clear, obvious 
tactic they’re using, but I don’t think that 
people are going to buy into it. 

I’m going to take two more after this, and 
then we’ve got to run. 

Q. Mr. President, when you spoke with 
Yeltsin, did he give you any indication that 
he feared for his personal safety or that the 
Gorbachev family, Mrs. Gorbachev was in 
any way—was with her husband, away 
or. 

The President. Yes. Nothing on the Gor- 
bachev matter. Here was a man who was 
standing, Yeltsin, standing courageously 
against military force. And I told him that 
“We respect you. You’ve been duly elected 
here. We pray for you, and we hope that 
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you're successful.” And what he wants to 
see is the restoration of constitutional gov- 
ernment. He wants to see the rights of the 
Republics, and he wants to see President 
Gorbachev restored to power. He didn’t say 
he’s afraid; he’s a very courageous man. He 
says he’s convinced that the people will 
stand with him, and well they should. 

Q. Mr. President, for you or for Ambassa- 
dor Strauss: When he gets there, with just 
whom will he be meeting? 

The President. V\l leave that up to his 
good judgment, Charles [Charles Bierbauer, 
Cable News Network], because you know 
Moscow so well, and it’s very hard to say 
with whom he will be meeting. The one 
thing I want him to do is establish his lead- 
ership in our Embassy, to consult with a 
highly professional staff there—one of 
whom is Mr. Collins who’s the DCM 
[Deputy Chief of Mission] to whom I talked 
yesterday—get the lay of the land from the 
ground. So, it’s less reaching out to individ- 
ual leaders, but Ill leave that to his good 
judgment and the judgment of the Secre- 
tary of State. 

Last one. Owen, [Owen Ullman, Knight- 
Ridder] and then we’re going. I haven’t 
seen you in a long time over here. 

Q. A followup, sir. I’m trying to establish 
whether it’s quicker for him to meet with 
Mr. Yanayev, for example? 

The President. Well, we have no plans on 
that. And what we don’t want to do is do 
anything that legitimizes this current 
regime or legitimizes what is clearly an ille- 
gal coup. And at this juncture, there are no 
plans for that. But again, this is a fast 
moving situation, and we'll have to wait 
and see what his judgment is when he gets 
there and what he and the Secretary 
decide. 

Owen, and this is the last one. 

Q. ——Gorbachev over the past month, 
did either of you in your conversations talk 
about the possibility of something like this 
happening or the possibility of even civil 
war in the Soviet Union? 

The President. No. What was talked about 
on his part was the irreversibility of this 
change, the fact that constitutional govern- 
ment is there, elections are over the hori- 
zon and have taken place in the Republics, 
some of the Republics, and his conviction 
that the people are committed to reform 


and certainly to openness, glasnost, as well. 
And I’ve seen nothing in the last day or two 
that would compel him or me to alter that. 

Now, that isn’t to say that there’s a formi- 
dable obstacle right now in the way, and 
that is eight people that have usurped unto 
themselves all the power and are trying to 
take over by force, although Yanayev has 
said he looks forward to working with Mr. 
Gorbachev in the future. 

So, there wasn’t discussion of that. As you 
know, I think I have referred to—I know I 
have in our meetings—concerns that we 
conduct ourselves in such a way to mini- 
mize the chance of military takeovers. And 
that military takeover has taken place. But I 
believe that the policy that we’ve had into 
effect of supporting Gorbachev, as Yeltsin 
has been doing over the last few months, is 
the correct policy. I think it is the best hope 
for democracy, was the best hope for de- 
mocracy and reform, and remains the best 
hope for democracy and reform. 

You get hit from the left saying if you’d 
written out a better check this wouldn’t 
have happened, and I don’t believe that for 
one single minute. And you get hit on the 
other side by people that are suggesting 
that if we hadn’t been supportive of the 
duly constituted President of the Soviet 
Union that things would have gone more 
swimmingly for democracy. I reject that. I 
don’t believe there’s any fact in that. And if 
there were, why was Boris Yeltsin, who was 
elected overwhelmingly, supportive as he 
was and continues to be of Mr. Gorbachev? 

So, there it is. And as I say, we will be 
departing. I’m going to continue this vaca- 
tion. I’m going to encourage our people to, 
but I don’t want to be under any false color. 
It’s going to be different now than it’s been, 
maybe a little more like last year. What is it 
about August? [Laughter] But I will closely 
monitor this. We have extremely good com- 
munications up there, not only with our 
own key leaders, the Secretary of State, am- 
bassadors, Secretary of Defense, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs, our Chief of Staff, our 
national security team, the Vice President. 
Communications are excellent. 

But I don’t want to again mislead people. 
I’m going to be spending a little more time, 
maybe quite a bit more time, in various 
formal ways that you will see unveiled in 
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staying on top of this situation. But I don’t 
want to panic. I don’t want to send a signal, 
by sitting around the Oval Office here look- 
ing busy, that the American people should 
expect an instant satisfactory answer to this 
problem. I don’t want to elevate hopes by 
succumbing to the whims of a few political 
critics that suggest that the matter can be 
better done in another way. 

It happened, same thing, last year, and I 
did it the way I thought was best. And I 
hope I will have the full support of the 
American people as we follow this very, 
very closely. But I want to redefine it be- 
cause I said that this vacation was going to 
be all rest and no work. And now it’s going 
to be changed somewhat even though I 
have been getting briefed. 

We have tremendous press coverage up 
there, get our message out. We have excel- 
lent communications and contacts. And 
rather than elevate the hopes by churning 
around in here, I’m going to finish what I 
started out to do. And I will receive various 
visitors, and you'll be fascinated, I am sure, 
by who they are. And it will show you my 
commitment to staying right on top of this 
situation because people are looking to the 
United States for the leadership in this, dis- 
proportionately. 

I might add this point. Neither the Am- 
bassador here or the Secretary of State or 
the Secretary of Defense or the Vice Presi- 
dent or the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs or 
my White House advisers want to see this 
turn into an East-West confrontation. And 
we're going to get pushed. If I answer some 
of these hypothetical questions, I could in- 
advertently move things into an East-West 
confrontation. And that’s not what this is 
about. 

Many changes, constructive changes, 
have taken place in the world as a result of 
Mr. Gorbachev’s leadership, as a result of 
Mr. Yeltsin’s election. Adherence to democ- 
racy, for example, in the latter case. And 
clearly all you have to do is look at Eastern 
Europe, you have to look at a united Ger- 
many, you have to look at cooperation in 
various areas around the world to know 
what I’m talking about. 

So, what we don’t want to do is inadvert- 
ently set back any of those changes that are 
very, very important to the United States 
and to the rest of the world, particularly to 
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Eastern Europe. And so we will conduct 

ourselves less flamboyantly than some 

would have us do our business, but I think 

with the proper mixture of strength and 

conviction to these democratic principles. 
Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President’s 98th news conference 
began at 10:35 a.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. In the news conference, 
the President referred to the following per- 
sons: President Boris Yeltsin of the Republic 
of Russia; President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
the Soviet Union; Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu of Japan; Robert S. Strauss, Ambassa- 
dor to the Soviet Union; Secretary of State 
James A. Baker Ill; Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney of Canada; Prime Minister John 
Major of the United Kingdom; Secretary of 
Defense Dick Cheney; Gen. Colin L. Powell, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Vice 
President Dan Quayle; Vice President Gen- 
nady Yanayev and Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs Aleksandr Bessmertnykh of the Soviet 
Union; Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germa- 
ny; Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers of The 
Netherlands; Jim Collins, Deputy Chief of 
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow; 
and John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. The President also referred to the 
European Community (EC) and the Confer- 
ence on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. 


Proclamation 6323—National Rice 
Month, 1991 


August 20, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


A staple food for much of the world’s 
population, rice is one of the most impor- 
tant grains grown today. It is cultivated in 
more than 100 countries and on every con- 
tinent except Antarctica. Rice was cultivat- 
ed in North America as early as 1696. 
Indeed, by the time the United States de- 
clared its independence from Great Britain, 
rice had become one of this country’s major 
agricultural exports. 
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Today the United States is one of the 
world’s leading exporters of rice, supplying 
about 20 percent of the rice in world trade. 
In addition, much American-grown rice has 
been provided to other countries through 
Food for Peace programs, which have 
helped to promote the social and economic 
well-being of less developed nations and 
provided vital sustenance to victims of dis- 
aster. 

The United States Department of Agri- 
culture reports that American growers har- 
vested more than 7 million metric tons of 
rice last year. The value of this crop is im- 
portant to our Nation’s economy. 

Rice is an important agricultural com- 
modity not only in terms of its economic 
value but also in terms of its nutritional 
value. An excellent source of complex car- 
bohydrates, rice can be a healthy part of a 
well-balanced diet. It contains only a trace 
of fat and is cholesterol- and sodium-free. 

Consumers can enjoy various types of 
rice, from brown rice to the more tradition- 
al white rice, which is utilized in gourmet 
recipes as it is in simple meals. Wild rice, a 


native grain of North America, is being in- 
creasingly enjoyed by American consumers. 

Rice may also be processed in various 
forms: as bran or flour in baked goods, or as 


an ingredient in cereals and _ healthful 
snacks. Rice is also an important component 
in the domestic brewing of beer. 

To promote greater awareness of the ver- 
satility and the value of rice, and to cele- 
brate America’s status as a major exporter 
of rice for both commercial and humanitari- 
an purposes, the Congress, by Public Law 
101-492, has designated the month of Sep- 
tember 1991 as “National Rice Month” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim September 1991 as Nation- 
al Rice Month. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:32 a.m., August 21, 1991] 


Note: The proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on August 23. 


Executive Order 12772—Waiver Under 
the Trade Act of 1974 With Respect to 
Romania 


August 17, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
tion 402(c\2) of the Trade Act of 1974, as 
amended (“Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2432(c\2)), 
which continues to apply to Romania pursu- 
ant to section 402(d), and having made the 
report to the Congress required by section 
402(c\2) of the Act, I hereby waive the ap- 
plication of sections 402(a) and 402(b) of the 
Act with respect to Romania. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 17, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:38 p.m., August 20, 1991] 

Note: The Executive order was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 


21 and published in the Federal Register on 
August 22. 


Memorandum on Trade With Romania 
August 17, 1991 


Presidential Determination No. 91-48 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination under Subsection 
402(c\2\A) of the Trade Act of 1974, as 
Amended—Romania 


Pursuant to subsection 402(c\2)A) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “Act’”) 
(19 U.S.C. 2432(c\2\A)), I determine that a 
waiver by Executive order of the applica- 
tion of subsections (a) and (b) of section 402 
of the Act with respect to Romania will 
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substantially promote the objectives of sec- 
tion 402. 

You are authorized and directed to pub- 
lish this determination in the Federal Regis- 
ter. 


George Bush 


Note: The memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 
21. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Trade With Romania 


August 17, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to subsection 402(cX2\A) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “Act”’) 
(19 U.S.C. 2432(c\2\A)), I have determined 
that a waiver of the application of subsec- 
tions (a) and (b) of section 402 of the Act 
with respect to Romania will substantially 
promote the objectives of section 402. A 
copy of that determination is enclosed. I 
have also received assurances with respect 
to the emigration practices of Romania re- 
quired by subsection 402(c\2\B) of the Act. 
This letter constitutes the report to the 
Congress required by subsection 402(c\2). 
Pursuant to subsection 402(c\2), I shall 
issue an Executive order waiving the appli- 
cation of subsections (a) and (b) of section 
402 of the Act with respect to Romania. 
Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. The letters were released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 21. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Trade With Romania 


August 21, 1991 
The President has waived for Romania 


the emigration provisions of the Jackson- 
Vanik amendment to the Trade Act of 
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1974, reflecting the wide freedom of emi- 
gration which the citizens of Romania now 
enjoy. The President’s decision responds to 
requests from leaders of Romania’s demo- 
cratic opposition, as well as from the Roma- 
nian Government, and will directly benefit 
the people of Romania as they face continu- 
ing economic hardship. 

The Jackson-Vanik waiver will make Ro- 
mania eligible to apply for credit guaran- 
tees for commercial imports of U.S. agricul- 
tural products. These would provide 
needed agricultural commodities, beyond 
the more than $120 million in U.S. food and 
other humanitarian assistance supplied in 
fiscal years 1990 and 1991. 

The waiver does not constitute restora- 
tion of most favored nation (MFN) tariff 
status, which Romania renounced in 1988. 
MF status is a separate issue, which will 
be decided on the basis of further substan- 
tial progress toward a market economy and 
democratic pluralism, including the holding 
of free and fair local and parliamentary 
elections in the near future. 

The President’s decision also underscores 
the great importance the United States at- 
taches to continued movement toward free 
markets and democracy throughout Central 
and Eastern Europe. 


Proclamation 6324—National 
Awareness Month for Children With 
Cancer, 1991 


August 20, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our Nation’s fight against cancer has ad- 
vanced on many fronts, from education and 
prevention to diagnosis and treatment. This 
month, we celebrate the remarkable 
progress that has been made in saving chil- 
dren with cancer. 

The Department of Health and Human 
Services reports that, thanks to important 
scientific breakthroughs, the mortality rate 
for childhood cancer has dropped by more 
than 50 percent since 1950. This dramatic 
decline has been made possible by im- 
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proved diagnostic and prognostic tech- 
niques, by advances in technology, and by 
advances in the treatment of serious forms 
of cancer such as leukemia and Wilm’s 
tumor. For example, long-term research has 
enabled physicians to predict with greater 
success which patients are most likely to 
suffer a relapse—thereby helping the health 
care team to plan the optimal course of 
therapy. 

As a result of such progress, more than 70 
percent of the children who were diag- 
nosed in the 1980s as having acute lympho- 
cytic leukemia have sustained long-term re- 
mission and can be considered cured. This 
is an incredible improvement when com- 
pared to the fact that, during the early 
1960s, only about 4 percent of leukemia 
patients survived the disease. 

More than a tale of medical progress, 
however, the story of childhood cancer also 
reveals the strength and the resilience of 
the human spirit. Children with cancer 
have consistently inspired others through 
their courage and determination. During 
National Awareness Month for Children 


with Cancer, we salute these brave young- 


sters and their parents, who share in their 
suffering and provide them with love and 
support, as well as the many scientists and 
researchers who are pressing on to new 
frontiers in the fight against this disease. 
We also gratefully recognize the pediatric 
oncology nurses, the social workers and 
clergy, and the many other professionals 
and volunteers who—with great compassion 
and skill—help young cancer victims and 
their families through difficult times. 

Of course, while members of the National 
Cancer Institute and other, private research 
organizations have won key victories for 
children with cancer, we know that much 
work remains to be done. According to the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
an estimated 7,800 American children will 
be diagnosed this year as having cancer. We 
will continue working together for their 
sake and for the sake of generations to 
come. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim September 1991 as Na- 
tional Awareness Month for Children with 


Cancer. I invite all Americans to join in 
observing this month with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:45 p.m., August 21, 1991) 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 21 
and published in the Federal Register on 
August 23. 


The President’s News Conference in 
Kennebunkport, Maine, on the 
Attempted Coup in the Soviet Union 


August 21, 1991 


The President. 1 wanted to report to the 
American people on some of the latest de- 
velopments related to the situation in the 
Soviet Union. 

I spoke at length this morning to Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. The call began at about 
8:30 a.m. And I also talked to Ambassador 
Strauss, who is now in our Embassy in 
Moscow, in position. And I also talked, in 
the last 20 hours, to President Menem in 
Argentina, to Prime Minister Mulroney, 
Prime Minister Major, and I will continue 
these kinds of consultative calls. 

President Yeltsin was clearly encouraged 
by the fact that he had survived another 
night in the Russian Parliament building 
without a major assault by the forces sup- 
porting this coup. He told me that tens of 
thousands of Muscovites had turned out to 
help guard the building from attack. 

Yeltsin said he was encouraged by indica- 
tions that more and more military units and 
their commanders were abandoning sup- 
port of the coup. His building is still sur- 
rounded, however, and special troops, the 
Spetznaz, are remaining loyal to the coup 
plotters. It is those troops who are moving 
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to occupy additional sites in the Baltic 
States. 

President Yeltsin said that the Russian Su- 
preme Seviet had met and declared unani- 
mously that the coup was illegal and with- 
out effect. And he also mentioned the im- 
portance of the next meeting of the Union 
Supreme Soviet, which will be held on 
August 26th. And they are, this is the way 
he put it, they are vigorously trying to line 
up support for that Supreme Soviet to de- 
clare this coup illegal. 

President Yeltsin said he told the Su- 
preme Soviet of the strong support being 
given by the United States to those resisting 
the illegal emergency committee activities 
and that the Supreme Soviet received the 
news very, very warmly. 

There are at present, according to Yelt- 
sin, flights of aircraft carrying his represent- 
atives, and also others with members of the 
emergency committee on their way to the 
Crimea to meet with President Gorbachev. 
Obviously he doesn’t have all the details on 
that, and I won’t be able to fill you in on 
any details on that, either. 

President Yeltsin said he was prepared 
for all contingencies. He thanked the 
United States profusely for its support, 
which was making an important difference, 
and asked that we continue to stay in touch 
with him, which we will do. 

Ambassador Bob Strauss, who had just ar- 
rived, gave me a rundown on developments 
in Moscow which paralleled those of Presi- 
dent Yeltsin, the reports he was getting 
there. 

Overall, while the situation remains 
highly fluid and uncertain, I think it is safe 
to say that the situation appears somewhat 
more positive than in the earliest hours of 
this coup. So, I will stay in touch with Presi- 
dent Yeltsin, hopefully at some point be 
able to contact President Gorbachev, which 
we still are unable to do. But I guess I 
would say to the American people these 
developments are positive. 

Q. Mr. President, this hardly sounds like a 
declaration the coup is over. What can you 
tell us, based on your conversations with 
Yeltsin and any other information you’ve 
got about the status of the coup plotters, 
whether the emergency committee is still 
in control there and the whereabouts and 
the condition on President Gorbachev? 


1170 


The President. We don’t know. We have 
all kinds of rumors. We have all kinds of 
raw intelligence coming in. But, Norm 
[Norman Sandler, United Press Internation- 
al], I think it would be a big mistake to add 
to the rumor mill. We simply don’t know. 
Yeltsin tells me that he thinks five of the 
coup leaders have left Moscow; but he, I 
think, would be the first to tell you that he 
is not totally certain on this. He also feels 
that Pavlov is in the hospital. But we can’t 
confirm it, and therefore it just—there’s so 
much rumor and speculation. I want to try 
here now to avoid that as best I can. 

Q. Do you know who is in control of the 
Soviet military right now, and were there 
any Western diplomats on these planes that 
are supposedly headed for the Crimea to 
meet with Gorbachev? 

The President. Well, there were rumors 
about a flight that was taking some Western 
diplomats from the Embassies there. I 
talked to John Major about that, but there’s 
no evidence that—when I talked to him, 
which was 15 minutes ago, there was no— 
in fact, he had confirmed that the plane 
had not left. And yet, rumors had it that 
they were on their way. So, he had just 
talked to his emissary, who was going to be 
on the airplane. 

Q. Mr. President, have you tried to reach 
President Gorbachev since yesterday? 

The President. 1 haven’t tried a direct 
phone call to him personally, but I'll keep 
trying. 

Q. If the Soviets survive this constitution- 
al crisis, would you be more inclined to pro- 
vide direct economic aid to their economy 
which will be in no better shape? 

The President. We will look at it. The 
G-7 took action on that. We will continue 
to do what both Gorbachev and Yeltsin 
want, and that is to provide the kind of aid 
that the G-7 said they would provide. And 
we will certainly, if things work out in a 
satisfactory fashion, get back into the busi- 
ness of furthering the economic recovery, 
certainly. 

Q. Mr. President, could you elaborate a 
little bit on what you said about these spe- 
cial forces troops? The impression seems to 
have been that these were troops that were 
leaving the city, that that was a positive 
sign. Is it your understanding—— 
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The President. There are two different 
groups of them. One of them is the air- 
borne forces, and I believe that the air- 
borne commander has come over to the 
Yeltsin side and pulled his forces back. The 
other are Spetznaz forces, which are the 
highly disciplined forces who answer to De- 
fense Minister Yazov, and apparently they 
are still under command of Yazov, and they 
have not come over to the side of democra- 
cy and freedom. 

Q. Is Yazov still there? 

Q. So, Yazov is in charge, is still control- 
ling the military? 

The President. Well, it’s very hard to tell. 
But according to Mr. Yeltsin, I’ve told you 
just exactly how it is working as of right 
now. 

Q. As far as you know, though, Yazov is 
still_—— 

The President. 1 would say that, as far as 
what Mr. Yeltsin knows, which is what I 
know, that the defense is not over on the 
side of Mr. Yeltsin at this point. 

Q. Mr. President? 

The President. Yes, we’re going to work 
our way right down here. 

Q. Mr. President, with Boris Yeltsin an- 
choring democratic opposition to this coup, 
where does that leave him if things do in 
fact resolve themselves satisfactorily? 

The President. It leaves the world looking 
at him as a very courageous individual, duly 
elected by the people, standing firmly and 
courageously for democracy and freedom, 
with enormous stature as a result of that. 

Q. Would that change the U.S. approach 
taward Mr. Yeltsin in any way? 

The President. The U.S. approach towards 
Mr. Yeltsin, as you know, is to be supportive 
of those who are elected. Ever since he’s 
been elected he has received total support. 
And before he was elected he was received 
properly. But I must say in terms of the 
respect level, I will join others all around 
the world, not just politicians or elected 
leaders of countries, in saying that he has 
shown tremendous courage, and the people 
appear to be rallying behind him. 

And as I said earlier on, to some skepti- 
cism, 48 hours ago or more, that: Look, all 
these coups don’t succeed and democracy, 
once unleashed, is a pretty powerful force. 
So, I think he will have a well-earned stat- 
ure around the world that he might not 


have had—that he was on his way to 
having, but might not have fully achieved 
before all this happened, provided it works 
out the way certainly the United States 
wants it to work out. But it is too early to 
declare these matters over. I don’t want to 
be a part of that. 

Q. How about Mr. Gorbachev’s position, 
sir? 

The President. Well, who knows? I mean, 
we can’t even get in touch with Mr. Gorba- 
chev, but Yeltsin is strongly supporting him, 
and so are we. He was constitutionally em- 
powered. And that’s the point here. Every 
time I talk to Yeltsin, or both times I’ve 
talked to Yeltsin, he makes this point of 
strong support for Gorbachev. 

Q. Mr. President, are you planning any 
additional steps today, and have you given 
any additional instructions to Ambassador 
Strauss about what he should do? 

The President. No, he will be in touch 
with me probably later today, and in touch 
with the Secretary of State. I missed a call, I 
think, from Jim Baker a few minutes ago. 
But he’s over in Brussels. He will have met 
with the NATO leaders. I expect we may 
see him up here tomorrow, and we can get 
a little more detail out of that one. But I 
don’t know the exact details of the Strauss 
plans yet. He just got there, he’s surveying 
the situation as I asked him to do, and de- 
velopments are happening so fast that I'll 
just have to wait and see how the clock 
runs and what he has to say. 

Q. Did President Yeltsin’s reports on the 
activities of the special forces and other 
military units—are they mirrored by USS. 
intelligence on the subject, or do we have 
any U.S. intelligence on those subjects? 

The President. Well, we have the best 
intelligence in the world, and sometimes it 
can accurately predict things, and some- 
times it can actually count the beans and 
tell us the things you’re asking about. We 
have some evidence of force movements in 
the Baltic area, but I don’t want to go 
beyond that. 

Q. Mr. Bush, when you say that Yeltsin 
says there’s a delegation from the Russian 
Republic en route to the Crimea hoping to 
see Gorbachev, what is your understanding 
of what they hope will happen? Do they 
want to bring him back to Moscow? 
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The President. Absolutely. They want him 
back in power. 

Q. Do they think he’ll be able to? 

The President. He was constitutionally 
put into office, and they want to have the 
law fully observed. So, they would like to 
see that, and they would like to see him in 
there unhampered by the illegality of the 
coup. 

Q. Can you give us any sense of whether 
they think that will be possible today, to- 
morrow? Any timeframe? 

The President. No, I can’t because he was 
understandably vague as to whether they 
would get to see Gorbachev. He gave me 
the names of the people that were on the 
flight, which I’m not going to give because 
I think that should come from over there. 

Q. Mr. President, given the way the 
world, if you will, is wired for sound and 
pictures, it’s conceivable that Gorbachev is 
hearing you right now—— 

The President. | hope so. 

Q. —or will. Since you can’t get 
through to him on the phone, what would 
your message publicly be to him? 

The President. 1 would say: Stay with 
your principles. Stay with your reforms. 
Stay with your commitment to democratic 
process and constitutional law. Stand shoul- 
der-to-shoulder with Yeltsin, as you have 
been, in seeing the evolution of democracy 
and perestroika and glasnost in the Soviet 
Union. And knowing Gorbachev, I’m con- 
vinced he will. Knowing what the objec- 
tives of the coup plotters must be, I would 
expect they would be trying to get him to 
do something else. 

Q. Sir, in your communications with the 
Soviet Union, have there been any assur- 
ances to the U.S. at any level that the Soviet 
nuclear arsenal is safeguarded, that some- 
one can’t get their finger on the button? 

The President. We see no reason to be 
concerned about that. Our people are 
taking a hard look at that all the time. 

Q. Sir, I know you were glad to hear 
Boris Yeltsin say that American support has 
been very helpful to him. But in fact, 
you've talked about the limited impact the 
U.S. can have, your aides talked even more 
starkly about how little impact the limited 
economic aid we have, cutting off cultural 
exchanges. Is that the sort of thing that 
would have any impact on people, for these 
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conservatives who are desperate to stay in 
power? Do you think you’ve any impact? 

The President. Yes, 1 think—well, I would 
simply go by what Mr. Yeltsin says. And the 
statement I made yesterday—he was pro- 
fuse in his gratitude for that. And it’s not 
just the United States, but we are the 
United States of America and, thus, the dis- 
proportionately loud voice in matters of this 
nature. 

But, John [John Mashek, Boston Globe], 
all I can tell you is what the man says. I'll 
tell you what I said to him. I said, “Now, 
would it be helpful to have another state- 
ment along the lines of the ones I made 
yesterday?” And he said, he repeated, “Yes, 
yes, yes, it is very important.” And so, you 
know, there’s some people in this country 
from one side or another of the spectrum 
that we have that say you ought to be able 
to wave a wand and solve a problem of this 
nature in the city of Moscow instantly. 
That’s not what you can do. But what you 
can do if you’re President is put the full 
force of the American people behind, emo- 
tionally, morally, behind the democratic 
forces. And that’s what I’m trying to do. 
And apparently according to Mr. Yeltsin at 
least, and I think others, that’s what we 
should be trying to do. 

Q. But sir, these are pretty hard-boiled 
characters—— 

The President. Yes, they are. 

Q. ——who plotted this coup, and moral 
pleas to them probably have very little 
impact. Do you think the fact that they fear 
this economic aid being cut off, not only by 
you but by the EC countries, do you think 
that’s the sort of thing that has an impact 
possibly on 

The President. Well, I would think it 
would have, or I wouldn’t have—you know, 
I would have done it anyway. But I think it 
would have. Yes, John, they’ve got econom- 
ic problems. As you know, some of their 
first decrees where they were going to put 
food on the shelves and do something about 
medicine and do something about energy, 
but as they see the reality of the world, 
they are going to need the help of the out- 
side world. And when they see the United 
States and they see the European foreign 
ministers coming together, all saying 
they’re not going to have business as usual, 
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I think it does make an impact. And so, that 
is one thing that can be done. 

Q. Could it have caused the apparent 
split within the coup plotters? 

The President. No, I think what caused 
the current split in the coup plotters, and 
this is pure conjecture, is some of them re- 
alizing sooner than others that they may 
have bitten off more than they can chew 
here. But time will tell on that one, and 
again, I don’t want to be proclaiming this 
matter solved. I will say, once again, that I 
am pleased it is moving in the direction 
that it appears to be moving. 

But they’ve got a lot of troops. They’ve 
got a lot of force. They’ve got a lot of 
people that look at these matters in a very 
hard-line way. The one thing I don’t want 
to do is inadvertently contribute to their 
will and their resolve. But I think some are 
flaking off because they think that they’ve 
gone about it wrong. 

Q. Assuming that President Gorbachev 
does recover his authority, how will this 
affect his ability to keep the Soviet Union 
on a stable path? Will he be strengthened 
by it or weakened? 

The President. 1 would say that, again, a 
little hypothetical for me to get into: Given 
Yeltsin’s support for him and given the re- 
spect with which he’s held by leaders all 
around the world, and that has certainly not 
been diminished by this at all, he will still 
be a force to be reckoned with. 

Again, they can sort out inside their own 
matters. But what will be filtered away, 
should Gorbachev be reinstated, as we hope 
he will be, what will be filtered out will be 
the fear of a rightwing military takeover 
because the people will see that the power 
of the people to stand up against this illegal- 
ity is pretty good, pretty strong. 

So, in effect, that might 
strengthen his hand to move in a 

The President. It’s possible, but again it’s 
too hypothetical yet. We’ve got a big prob- 
lem out there, and I’d want to try to keep it 
as factual as possible. 

Q. Mr. President, when you were consid- 
ering aid before the economic summit and 
other times, you had said you didn’t want to 
give any serious aid until you saw credible 
reforms in place and the idea that it 
wouldn’t go to waste. Does this delineation, 
the support of the people for Yeltsin and 
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Gorbachev and the delineation of the pro- 
gressives enhance their credibility? Do you 
now feel differently that you believe the 
reforms? 

The President. 1 don’t feel differently 
about their credibility. I never doubted the 
commitment to democracy or the commit- 
ment to perestroika, the commitment to 
reform. What has to happen, and what all of 
us addressed that problem in the G-7 
summit was, what had to happen was cer- 
tain things had to take place before you 
send money. 

But when you talk about economic sup- 
port, we had put into effect in London, 
agreed on a program in London that was 
very acceptable to both Gorbachev and 
Yeltsin. 

Q. Sir, you talked about the possibility of 
Mr. Gorbachev being reinstated. In this 
case, would you like to see popular Presi- 
dential elections in the Soviet Union? 

The President. 1 think there will be, and I 
think those who are committed to democra- 
cy, as we are, strongly believe in that. 

Q. Mr. President, given the “character” 
of the coup leaders, are you surprised they 
sort of went halfway with the coup and the 
incredible apparent disorganization of it? 

The President. 1 think it’s too early to 
decree how disorganized it is, but I think 
they underestimated the power of the 
people. They underestimated what a taste 
of democracy and freedom brings. Every- 
one recognizes that there were serious eco- 
nomic problems, and I think they felt, well, 
we'll come in there, promise food on the 
shelves and to solve these problems. And 
then they saw that, overriding all of that 
was a commitment by many, many people 
in Russia and in the Soviet Union entirely, 
to democracy, for democracy. So, I think 
there, if this coup fails, that will be the 
serious miscalculation. 

Q. Mr. President, if Gorbachev returns or 
some other, what you view as a constitu- 
tional figure returns, would you urge them 
to deal more forthrightly and decisively 
with the KGB, the interior forces and the 
military 

The President. It is too early to sort that 
out, and I wouldn’t be bold enough to give 
advice to Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Gorbachev to 
how to treat with those matters. 
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Q. Mr. President, you mentioned that we 
have the best intelligence in the world. 
Since there was a degree of surprise in the 
coup, do we have a better idea now as to 
when this coup was organized or who was 
the ringleader? Do you have any one 
person that you’re now saying—— 

The President. Not yet. And, you know, I 
know a lot is expected of intelligence. But 
Mr. Gorbachev had pretty good intelli- 
gence. Mr. Yeltsin had pretty good intelli- 
gence. And all the intelligence services 
around the world think they’ve got good 
intelligence, and I know we’ve got the best, 
and I would simply say, based on this expe- 
rience, that there are some things you 
cannot accurately predict. 

That wasn’t your question. We don’t yet 
know the genesis of all ‘of this, and it’ll be a 
while before anybody does. 

Q. Mr. President, you are reluctant to de- 
clare the coup over, but some are suggest- 
ing if this coup does fail, it will actually 
mean an end to the hard-liners and help to 
jump start democracy in the Soviet Union. 
What’s your own feeling? 

The President. It is so clear to me that if 
this coup fails, democracy will take a gigan- 
tic leap forward because we will have seen 
its underpinnings. We will have seen its in- 
herent strength. We will have seen that a 
courageous leader, standing up for a princi- 
ple, can rally an enormous number of 
people behind him. 

Obviously, some of the determination will 
be based on the view of Mr. Gorbachev, but 
it would surprise me very much if he didn’t 
stay totally committed to this path of demo- 
cratic change. 

Q. But in your view, is this the last 
hurrah for the hard-liners? 

The President. Well, we’d have to wait 
and see. If I said that, I’d be declaring this 
over, and it’s not the role of the President 
of the United States. Let’s let these matters 
develop there. 

One, two, three, and four, and then I’m 
out of here. [Laughter] That’s the last ques- 
tion. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that Yeltsin has 
prepared for all contingencies. Does he 
think, and do you think that there’s still a 
possibility of a last-ditch military confronta- 
tion, and what does Yeltsin have at his dis- 
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posal to hold up his end of such a confronta- 
tion? 

The President. He made clear to me he 
doesn’t think that the military threat is 
over. I think I stated that in the statement. 
But he was pleased, obviously, that the air- 
borne troops had pulled back. But he made 
clear to me that he was not about to say 
that the threat is finished. 

Q. What kind of forces does he have on 
his side, and is he prepared to fight? 

The President. Well, they have some Rus- 
sian forces, and he’s got people on his side. 
He said, “tens of thousands” was the way he 
phrased it today. 

Q. I'm wondering if you see any parallels 
between this situation and what we were 
going through last year at this time where 
the world unites to condemn an action in 
hopes of reversing it through sort of moral 
suasion. It seems to be going a little better 
this time than last year. But if perhaps you 
talk about this force as a democracy, is it 
really just the fact that the people inside 
the Soviet Union weren’t going to accept 
this? 

The President. Well, I don’t see a parallel 
on the democratic question. I do see a 
moral parallel: The world rising up against 
aggression last year, the world supporting 
the forces of democracy. This time there’s a 
little difference. But there’s a similarity if 
you want to put in terms of good-versus-evil 
which some philosophers might think is a 
little oversimplistic, and I don’t. I think 
here we have a question of what’s good and 
what’s bad. What’s good is the commitment 
to constitutional law and democracy, and 
what is bad is use of muscle to try to over- 
throw it. 

Last year, what was good was the fact 
that the world stood up against aggression: 
democratic countries, nondemocratic coun- 
tries. And what was bad is you had a hand- 
ful of aggressors who had thought they 
could bully and the bludgeon a neighbor. 

So, there are some parallels, Karen 
[Karen Hosler, Baltimore Sun], but I think 
there are also some distinct differences. 

Q. Is the major difference, though, the 
forces of democracy that are being un- 
leashed in the Soviet Union? 

The President. 1 think it’s a very impor- 
tant distinction here because the battle last 
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year was not over democratic rule in 
Kuwait, for example; it was over aggression. 
Do you reward aggression or not? Do you 
let aggression stand or not? So that it was a 
different question, a different moral ques- 
tion. Both issues have strong moral under- 
pinnings. 

Q. Mr. President, the American relation- 
ship with Mr. Yeltsin has been fairly awk- 
ward at times over the last couple of years. 
No matter what happens precisely now, 
would you guess that the development in 
the last 3 days have changed that relation- 
ship forever, one way or another? 

The President. In the first place, I think 
they were proper before the elections. Sec- 
ondly, I think they properly improved dra- 
matically after he was overwhelmingly 
elected by the people. That is a significant 
turning point for the way regimes all 
around the world, countries all around the 
world look at Mr. Yeltsin. And they have 
taken a quantum leap forward now by this 
man’s displayed courage and by his commit- 
ment to democracy. 

A followup? 

Q. I was just going to say, have you found 
that in your personal relationship with him 
over the last couple of days that you’ve had 
an easier time talking with him? There has 
been some concern that he was somewhat 
erratic, somewhat flamboyant previously. 
Has that been a problem at any point in the 
last couple of days? 

The President. 1 don’t detect any less 
flamboyance. And in this instance, the flam- 
boyance—{l/aughter]—the flamboyance is a 
very positive quality as you climb up there 
and encourage your people. But I don’t see 
a turning point as a result of this. I mean, 
we had very cordial discussions as I think 
he, himself, confirmed in Moscow; I think 
he was accorded when he came to Wash- 
ington as an elected leader. I think he felt, 
at least he said so, and I believe him, he felt 
that visit had gone very, very well. 

So, I can’t say to you, Jerry [Gerald Seib, 
Wall Street Journal], that there’s been, in 
the personal contact way, been a dramatic 
change because I think as I have watched 
him in action as an elected leader his per- 
formance has been superb. And some were 
trying to make this long ago into a Gorba- 
chev-versus-Yeltsin battle, for example. I 
think that the way Yeltsin has conducted 


himself shows you that is not a Yeltsin- 
versus-Gorbachev battle. I don’t think that 
Boris Yeltsin is sitting around thinking how 
do we dump Gorbachev. I think he is prop- 
erly and with feeling expressing himself in 
total support of Mr. Gorbachev. 

Last one. 

Q. Yes, Mr. President, oil prices shoot up, 
and the markets have been unstable. Do 
you think that if the crisis should be very 
long, there could be a threat to the US. 
recovery? 

The President. It’s too hypothetical, but I 
think the answer is no. But you have to 
define “long” in something like that. But 
any time you have a conflagration of this 
magnitude, there are going to be some 
speculative losses. But the underpinning of 
the American economy is still pretty good, 
and so I wouldn’t predict the kind of dele- 
terious effect that the question, at least to 
me, implies. 

I’m in trouble here. No, I’m out of here. 

Q. Any hurricane damage af Walker’s 
Point? 

Q. Are you going to try to reach Gorba- 
chev? 

The President. We might give that an- 
other shot. 

Q. Will you try to send anyone to see 
him? 

The President. Come back tomorrow. I 

never knew what luxury you all were living 
in over here. [Laughter] 
Note: President Bush’s 99th news confer- 
ence began at 10:35 a.m. at the Shawmut 
Inn. In the news conference, the following 
persons were referred to: President Boris 
Yeltsin of the Republic of Russia; Robert S. 
Strauss, U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet 
Union; President Carlos Sail Menem of Ar- 
gentina; Prime Minister Brian Mulroney of 
Canada; Prime Minister John Major of the 
United Kingdom; President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev, Prime Minister Valentin Pavlov, and 
Defense Minister Dmitri Yazov of the Soviet 
Union; and Secretary of State James A. 
Baker Ill. The “ten-plus-one agreement” is a 
treaty of union redefining the relationship 
between 10 Republics of the Soviet Union 
and the central government. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
this news conference. 
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Exchange With Reporters in 
Kennebunkport, Maine, on the 
Attempted Coup in the Soviet Union 
August 21, 1991 


The President. Well, I just wanted to 
report that at 12:19 p.m., I had a phone 
conversation with Mikhail Gorbachev, and 
it lasted about, what, 20 minutes I think. It 
was a good call. Gorbachev is still in the 
Crimea. He will return either tonight or 
tomorrow to Moscow. He tells me that 
things are under control. His first call, I 
believe, was with Boris Yeltsin. 

He stated his sincere appreciation to the 
people of the United States and others 
around the world for their support for de- 
mocracy and reform. He sounded in good 
physical condition; indeed his voice was 
buoyant. Barbara was with me, and we both 
asked him to convey our respects to Raisa, 
and he very kindly made references to his 
friendship with Barbara and me on a per- 
sonal basis. But it was good. It was a good 
talk. It’s a good development. 

Now, he will be going back to Moscow 
and, hopefully, working with the Presidents 


of the Republic, Nazarbayev and Kravchuk, 


the Ukraine leader, staying with him. 
There’s a good basis now for all of this. 

So, we'll see what happens, but in his 
view the constitutional authorities are back 
in power and democracy and freedom and 
reform have prevailed. That’s his assess- 
ment; I hope that it’s not ahead of where 
things stand in Moscow. 

I have not talked, again, to President 
Yeltsin, but he believes that Moiseyev has 
ordered the forces back to their bases. All 
in all, it’s a very, very positive develop- 
ment. 

Q. Did he discuss the circumstances sur- 
rounding his confinement? 

The President. No. No, he didn’t, except 
that his guards, he did say, stayed very loyal 
to him. 

Q. Does that mean he was never under 
actual physical arrest there? 

The President. 1 have no idea. I didn’t go 
into all of that. 

Q. Did you get any detail on the “ten- 
plus-one agreement,” too? What’s the status 
of that? 

The President. No. We just got detail on 
the fact that freedom and democracy have 
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prevailed, and he’s expressing his sincere 
appreciation to us. 

Q. What is the main factor in the failure 
of the coup? 

Q. Had he talked to people from the 
coup that assured him that the coup was 
over? Have they given him status as Presi- 
dent? 

The President. 1 don’t know. I don’t 
know. There are all kinds of wild rumors 
about what’s happened to the people in- 
volved in the coup, but I don’t want to go 
into that. Some of them may be accurate, 
and some may not. But he was anticipating 
some of them coming to see him; he said 
that to me. But whether that proves to be 
the case or not, I don’t know. 

Q. What do you consider the main factor 
in the failure of the coup? 

Q. So, is he the President again? What’s 
his status? 

Q. ——the coup is essentially over? This 
morning, you're a little 

The President. He feels that way. 

Q. And did he say what happened in the 
last couple of hours that—— 

The President. No. Just the fact that he 
was elated, and it sounded like for the last 
hour he was back fulfilling his duties and 
calling the shots. 

Q. What do you consider the main factor 
in the failure of the coup? 

The President. The fact that they under- 
estimated democracy and freedom, and that 
you can’t put it back in a box—these totali- 
tarian systems. You can’t have them come 
out and take over. You can’t put freedom 
and democracy back into a box and keep it 
contained, and that’s what happened. And 
as a matter of fact, that’s one of the things 
Gorbachev said, and certainly Yeltzin feels 
that way. 

Q. Do you know anything about the sui- 
cide of Yazov? 

The President. No. 

Q. Did he know anything? Did he say 
anything? 

The President. No. I talked to Jim Baker 
who had talked to, who was it Jimmy had 
talked toP Yanayev? No, not Yanayev, Ya- 
kovlev is who we had talked to. And Yakov- 
lev had some information on that. But it’s 
all—I don’t want to repeat it, because I 
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don’t know whether it’s true. There’s too 
many rumors around out there. 

Q. What did Gorbachev say about the ori- 
gins of the coup, what the coup leaders are 
trying to accomplish? 

The President. He didn’t say any more 
than I’ve told you. I really, Norm [Norman 
Sandler, United Press International], have 
given you the main substance of this talk. 

Q. He didn’t say what he was told, or—— 

The President. We will obviously try to 
cooperate with the Soviet Union, back in 
constitutional hands, and with the Russian 
Republic, with respect for the way Boris 
Yeltsin has conducted himself, these other 
Republics that apparently have stood firm 
with the put-down of the coup and stood 
firm and loyal to the constitutionally author- 
ized President Gorbachev. 

So, I think it’s a very fine day. It’s been 
an emotional day in a sense with these— 
being right in the middle of this history. 
And I think people know of my respect for 
Gorbachev, indeed, the way I feel about 
him. And I was just delighted to hear that 
he was fine, delighted that he appeared to 
be well. 

Q. Did you call him, or did he call you? 

The President. Well, we placed the call. 
It’s a little unclear. I think it was in re- 
sponse to my call. 

Q. Did President Gorbachev say that he 
intends to have popular elections, Presiden- 
tial elections? 

The President. No, we didn’t go into any 
details like that. 

Q. Did you encourage him to work with 
Mr. Yeltsin? 

The President. Well, I think he is working 
with Mr. Yeltsin. 

Q. Does this significantly change the U.S.- 
Soviet relationship? 

The President. | think it’s a good day for 
U.S.-Soviet relationship because I don’t 
think that the fear that some of us have had 
about, many people have had actually, 
about rightwing takeovers will no longer be 
as extant. They tried, and then they failed. 
And democracy prevailed and reform pre- 
vailed. That’s what this is all about. So, I 
think that, I expect the relationship to be, if 
anything, even better. We’ve got to wait. 
We’ve got to sort out some internal prob- 
lems. But I explained to him, as I’ve told 
Yeltsin, that we’re ready to talk to the lead- 


ers of the Republic, and certainly we’ll be 
ready to talk and deal with the President of 
the Soviet Union itself. 

Q. Mr. President, just now on CNN’s air, 
the President of Georgia said that this was 
all a plot inspired by Gorbachev himself. 
Now, whether that’s true or not, what does 
that say to the state of the interethnic rival- 
ry? 

The President.—say to him he needs to 
get a little work done on the kind of state- 
ments he’s making. I mean that’s ridiculous. 
There’s a man who has been also swimming 
against the tide, it seems to me, a little bit. 
And I don’t want to go overboard on this, 
but he ought to get with it and understand 
what’s happening around the world. 

Q. Are you saying that—— 

The President. To suggest that President 
Gorbachev would plot to put the people of 
the Soviet Union through this kind of 
trauma and the rest of the world through it 
just makes absolutely no sense at all. Now, I 
haven’t heard him say that, so I want to 
hedge it. You’ve told me he said it; I 
haven’t heard it. So, I’ve got to be very 
careful I don’t react to something that may 
not be true. I learned that one a long time 
ago. 

But if that’s what the man said, I would 
just discount it 100 percent. 

So, anyway, I’ve got to go to work. Rita 
[Rita Beamish, Associated Press]? 

Q. Are you confident, Mr. President, it’s 
definitely over then? You’re confident that 
the coup leaders—— 


The President. I’m just telling you what I 
know here. I have not talked to people in 
Moscow. I did talk to Jim Baker, and he’s 
very upbeat from the contacts he’s had. He 
had a long talk with Yakovlev a few min- 
utes ago, who is confident that it’s over. But 
it’s not up to us to decree whether it’s over 
or not. I’m telling you what these various 
leaders are saying about it. And it’s a good 
day. It’s a very good day. 

Q. Any word on where the five plotters 
have turned up? 

The President. Well, no. I’ve read the 
same rumors you heard. But one of them 
turned up. But I haven’t heard about the 
rest. 
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Note: The exchange began at 1:15 p.m. at 
President Bush’s home. In the exchange, the 
following persons were referred to: Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet 
Union and his wife, Raisa; Presidents Boris 
Yeltsin of the Republic of Russia and Nur- 
sultan A. Nazarbayev of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan; Leonid M. Kravchuk, Chair- 
man of the Republic of the Ukraine’s Su- 
preme Soviet; Mikhail A. Moiseyev, Chief of 
the General Staff of the Soviet Union; De- 
fense Minister Dmitri Yazov of the Soviet 
Union; Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 
Vice President Gennady Yanayev of the 
Soviet Union; Aleksandr Yakovlev, a former 
Politburo Member and former close aide to 
President Gorbachev; and President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia of the Republic of Georgia. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this exchange. 


Proclamation 6325—National Park 
Week, 1991 


August 21, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 


The founding of our magnificent Yellow- 
stone National Park in 1872 not only 
marked an important milestone in the histo- 
ry of American conservationism but also in- 
spired a worldwide movement to set aside 
certain lands for the preservation of their 
unique scenic value and natural resources. 
Today more than 100 countries boast some 
1,200 national parks or equivalent pre- 
serves. 

To help protect the scenery, wildlife, and 
historic sites that are found throughout our 
National Park System, the Congress estab- 
lished the National Park Service on August 
25, 1916. The National Park Service is re- 
sponsible for managing the lands in its care 
“in such manner and by such means as will 
leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment 
of future generations.” It is a noble and 
important task because our national parks 
are more than scenic preserves. As the re- 
nowned conservationist and civic leader, J. 
Horace McFarland observed. 


The parks are the Nation’s pleasure 


grounds and the Nation’s restoring 
places. ... [they] are an American 
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idea; it is one thing we have that has 
not been imported. ... These great 
parks are, in the highest degree, as 
they stand today, a sheer expression of 
democracy. 


Now celebrating its 75th anniversary, the 
National Park Service has helped to lead 
the way in protecting America’s natural re- 
sources and cultural and historic treasures. 
The Service holds in trust for the American 
people such riches as the awe-inspiring 
vistas of the Grand Canyon, the sublime 
cliffs and forests of Yosemite, the hallowed 
ground of Gettysburg, the rugged beauty of 
Acadia, and the towering majesty of our 
Statue of Liberty. It is estimated that more 
than 250 million people from throughout 
the United States and around the world will 
visit these and other national parks this 
year. 

The National Park Service will celebrate 
its 75th anniversary with programs de- 
signed to focus attention on the inestimable 
value of our national parks and on the need 
for their preservation. In recognition of this 
anniversary, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 179, has designated the week be- 
ginning August 25, 1991, as “National Park 
Week” and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of August 25 
through August 31, 1991, as National Park 
Week. I invite all Americans, as well as our 
friends around the world, to participate in 
events commemorating the 75th anniversa- 
ry of the National Park Service. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:39 p.m., August 22, 1991] 


Note: The Office of the Press Secretary re- 
leased the proclamation on August 22 and 
it was published in the Federal Register on 
August 26. 
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Exchange With Reporters in 
Kennebunkport, Maine 


August 22, 1991 


The President. We're in the middle of our 
domestic briefing which will continue. We 
interrupted that to get briefed by Secretary 
Baker who has just returned from the min- 
isterial abroad, the NATO ministerial, that 
went very, very well. He filled me in on his 
conversations with the Foreign Minister of 
the Soviet Union itself and of the Russian 
Republic; he met with him, I believe. And 
of course, we are very pleased that constitu- 
tional government has been restored there. 

On the domestic side, as I say, we’re half- 
way through it. This is a follow-on to regu- 
larized domestic briefings that we hold in 
the White House with Director Darman 
and Mr. Roger Porter and our Chief of 
Staff; Andy Card, our deputy. We have 
those regularly, but this was an update. And 
we talked about our education program. 
We're really looking forward to the fall with 
Congress out now, trying to figure out how 
best to get congressional action on some of 
our programs: energy, transportation, edu- 
cation, the crime bill, many other agenda 
items that will be coming up in the fall. 

So, it’s a mixed day of both the domestic 
agenda and the foreign policy agenda 
which has, of course, been dominated by 
events in the Soviet Union. And I have not 
talked to any of the leaders today. I did talk 
last night, as I think Marlin may have re- 
leased, to Prime Minister Kaifu of Japan. 
And of course, Japan has very special inter- 
ests in relationship to the Soviet Union. And 
he shared the emotion that we all felt as to 
developments over there. 

So, that’s an update for right now. 


Internal Situation in the Soviet Union 


Q. Mr. President, how do you judge Gor- 
bachev’s opening moves back in Moscow? 
He’s put Moiseyev, a fairly hard-line person, 
in charge of the military. 

The President. Well, he told me when he 
was in the Crimea that he had ordered Moi- 
seyev to remove the forces, see that the 
forces move back, and I gather that has 
taken place. And it was Moiseyev with 
whom we finalized—on the military side, 
through the Soviet Union, helped finalize 
the START agreement. But “who’s on first” 


over there is up to them. That’s not some- 
thing that the United States can say any 
more about. 

Q. Mr. President, to what extent has Gor- 
bachev himself been part of the problem? 
Not in the coup, necessarily, but after all he 
did hand-pick these eight leaders. And to 
what extent do you think Gorbachev him- 
self has been responsible for the drag on 
reforms? 

The President. 1 heard President Gorba- 
chev say that he bore responsibility for the 
people that he put in and felt betrayed by 
some of them. And that’s a matter—I think 
that said it all pretty well, Jim [Jim Miklas- 
zewski, NBC News]. In terms of reforms, 
let’s keep everything in perspective, and 
let’s recognize that not only is Eastern 
Europe free, Germany reunited, troops 
moving back and all of that, but that he 
launched a very ambitious program on per- 
estroika and on glasnost. You never would 
have seen a press conference today had it 
not been for the initiatives that he took 
early on. 

Now, with some of the harder-liners on 
the sidelines, clearly, that perhaps frees up 
President Gorbachev to work very closely 
with President Yeltsin to see that these re- 
forms continue. The objectives of the 
United States, of course, are to see a 
market-oriented economy in the Soviet 
Union and also to see certainly a democrat- 
ically held elections and democratic-orient- 
ed regime there. 

So, I view the recent happenings as very 
positive in that regard, to further the eco- 
nomic reforms. I can tell you that I made a 
decision today to lift the hold that we have 
had on the various economic programs that 
I think will clearly benefit the Soviet Union. 
That’s as of now taken care of. 

Q. Well, now that the hard-liners, some of 
the hard-liners have been brushed aside, do 
you look for Gorbachev to quicken the pace 
of reforms? 

The President. Well, I haven’t had an op- 
portunity to discuss that with him. I haven’t 
had an opportunity yet to discuss it with 
any of the Presidents in the Republics. But 
I would like to think that all elements in 
Moscow and in the various Parliaments 
would recognize that the best way to get 
economic support from the West is to adopt 
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a genuine and far-reaching economic 
reform program. That has been on hold for 
some reasons which include a lack of a 
union treaty. 

So, that’s up to them. That’s up to the 
Republics and the center, but they’ve got to 
get on with a treaty so that American entre- 
preneurs know who they’re dealing with. 
You can’t make a deal and then wonder 
whether you have to make it with two 
other entities. And that kind of problem 
would be eliminated if a good, solid union 
treaty were agreed between the Republics 
and the center. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you hope Gor- 
bachev does now in terms of independence 
for the Baltic Republics? 

The President. You know, my position has 
been—in the first place, we still don’t rec- 
ognize the incorporation and the Baltic 
flags do fly there in Washington as you 
know. But I’ve long felt that the quicker 
independence can be granted to the Baltics, 
the better. And let’s hope that out of this 
now we will see genuine negotiations be- 
tween the Baltic States and the center to 
accomplish this end. I’ve talked to Presi- 
dent Gorbachev about this before. I’ve 
talked to President Yeltsin about it as a 
matter of fact. So, perhaps recent events 
will speed the day when you have an 
agreed path set out for independence of 
these States. 

In my view, that would do more to en- 
hance good will in the United States than 
almost any other single thing that could be 
done. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that this is 
a situation where Gorbachev is going to feel 
more personally inclined to speed up the 
pace of reform or maybe just pressured by 
this new kind of loose alliance that he’s 
going to have to forge with Yeltsin? 

The President. Well, I’ve always felt that 
Gorbachev was committed to perestroika. 
And I’ve always felt that he was committed 
to openness. So, what pace it takes now, 
with the removal of some of the hardest- 
liners to whom Gorbachev had to pay some 
attention, I can’t say. But I see nothing in 
here but good news in terms of speeding up 
the pace. 

Q. Mr. President, would this be a good 
time for Mr. Gorbachev to rein in the army 
and KGB, put them under—— 
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The President. 1 think he’s already seen 
that just taken place on, a factual basis. 
Those responsible for moving the forces— 
Defense Minister Yazov apparently is de- 
finitively out of the picture. Mr. Gorbachev 
appears to have put some trust in General 
Moiseyev—Moiseyev, I guess is the pronun- 
ciation—and he is a man that we’ve worked 
with. But that’s a matter for Gorbachev to 
sort out, the center, as indeed Yeltsin point- 
ed out yesterday, I believe. But we obvious- 
ly will be looking for a regime that will 
move forward with these policies of diversi- 
fication of defense industries. 

We have had an opportunity in the past 
to express our concern about levels of de- 
fense spending in the Soviet Union. And 
clearly I’d like to see a finalization now of 
the START agreement which has only some 
details left, but that was resisted up until 
close to the final breakthrough by some of 
the hardest-liners in Soviet defense. 

So, in the whole defense area we’ve got 
to wait. It’s up to them who the head of 
their defense department is and who will 
be the next Chief of Staff. But we will hold 
back a little on military-to-military contacts 
until we see this sort out and move briskly 
forward on the agreements that we've al- 
ready reached. And as I say, on the eco- 
nomic front we will go forward with the 
program that we outlined, a program that 
both Gorbachev and Yeltsin seem to feel 
would be very beneficial to the Soviet 
Union. 

Q. But nothing new on the economic 
front? 

The President. 1 don’t see anything new 
right now on that. We'll be talking to our 
European friends about this. But we agreed 
in London on a certain path, and if there’s 
something that we could do that might fur- 
ther enhance economic recovery, we'll 
always be glad to take a look. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Sir, where do you go from now on the 
Middle East issue? Are you in contact with 
Mr. Bessmertnykh? Is he completely out? 
What do you expect next? 

The President. The Secretary of State has 
talked to Mr. Bessmertnykh. And let me 
just ask him to comment in a little more 
detail here on how he sees that developing. 
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But I can tell you we will do everything we 
can to see this peace conference go for- 
ward. It is in the interest of the entire 
world. And through hard work by our Sec- 
retary of State and with cooperation of a lot 
of other entities, countries and entities, 
things have moved far beyond where many 
of the severest cynics thought it would be. 
And now with this turmoil in the Soviet 
Union hopefully behind us, and with the 
Soviet Union being important in all of this, I 
see nothing but an improved chance. 

But Jim, I’d like you to comment on the 
next details if you would. 

Secretary Baker. \ did have an opportuni- 
ty to talk by telephone with Minister Bess- 
mertnykh when I was in Brussels, and I 
believe that the Soviet Union will be every 
bit as committed toward trying to create 
jointly with us and others an active and 
viable peace process in the Middle East as 
they were before. Some of you may have 
seen during the course of the coup where 
certain sources, a very limited number as 
the President has pointed out, praised the 
fact of the coup. Those sources have shown 
an uncanny ability in the past to back 
losers, and this is another example of that. 

We believe that there’s an opportunity 
here for a possibility for peace. It’s an op- 
portunity that may not come by again for a 
long time. And we would hope that all the 
countries in the region and the sources and 
entities would subscribe to that and would 
join with us in seeking to promote peace in 


the Middle East. 


Internal Situation in the Soviet Union 


Q. What about the question about wheth- 
er Bessmertnykh is in or out right now? 
There seems to be some doubt about what 
his role was, where he was during the 
course of the coup attempt 

Secretary Baker. When I spoke to him 
yesterday on the telephone, he was the For- 
eign Minister of the Soviet Union. And pick- 
ing up on what the President just said, the 
designation of their cabinet officials is really 
a matter for them to determine. Having 
said that, I think it’s our view that what has 
happened might well provide us with the 
opportunity to pursue an expanded agenda 
with the Soviet Union, an expanded agenda 
centered on reform. 


Q. But Mr. President, isn’t there some 
concern, I mean, there is some confusion or 
some uncertainty about what Bessmert- 
nykh’s role was. For example, he disap- 
peared, and it was announced that he was 
going to be sick for 2 days. 

The President. There’s a lot less confusion 
than there was 2 days ago, isn’t there? 

Q. But it was announced that he was 
going to be sick for 2 days, and then he 
showed up a day later, once the coup was 
over. 

The President. Well, let them sort that 
out. Does that come under the direct head- 
ing of the United States of America? Here’s 
a man that was constructive in the peace 
process. Here’s a man that worked side by 
side with the Secretary of State to get some- 
thing done. Now let them figure out if 
that’s who they want to continue there. But 
we will deal with the Foreign Minister of 
the Soviet Union, and it’s not for us to 
second-guess what happened in a complex 
situation. All I’m saying is: Things are an 
awful lot better today than when we were 
standing here, what was it, 48 hours ago. 

Q. To clarify, the U.S. doesn’t have any 
indication 

Q. Don’t you have to approach the Soviet 
Union, though, for at least a brief period of 
time with a little more caution? Don’t you 
have to figure out who it is you’re dealing 
with and talking with? 

The President. 1 said that, I think. Yes, 
Jim. But I don’t think that means that— 
what I want to do is give instant support for 
the change that’s taken place. And one way 
to do it is to lift the economic hold that 
we've had on a program that I think would 
benefit the recovery. I’m perfectly pre- 
pared, and I think the American people 
want to go forward. But absolutely, we 
don’t know exactly how all this is going to 
sort out and who is going to be on first or 
who’s going to be on second when it comes 
to staffing the bureaucracy inside the Soviet 
Union. 

But again, that doesn’t exactly come 
under the heading of our business. I would 
be a little resentful if somebody told me 
who I ought to have in my Cabinet from 
Moscow. And I think they’ll sort that out. 
There’s great pressures now between the 
center and between the Republics. And 
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there’s also a great accommodation be- 
tween the center and the Republics. And 
so, let’s just see how it works out and not 
try to put this on a personal basis as to who 
ought to be where. That’s their business. 

Q. Mr. President, hasn’t Gorbachev’s per- 
sonal stature been permanently weakened 
by this? And can he rule now without the 
fear of another coup from some direction? 

The President. | wouldn’t say that his stat- 
ure has been weakened by it. Here’s a man 
who stood by his desire for reform and de- 
mocracy. And he was seized and put under 
house arrest. And to say that that is a weak- 
ening performance, I don’t know. 

Now, if you ask me has Boris Yeltsin’s 
stature been enhanced, the answer is clear- 
ly yes. But this jumping on Gorbachev, who 
was taken and held under house arrest with 
his wife and grandchild, I’m simply not 
going to be a part of that nor a part of 
second-guessing all that. They’ve got proce- 
dures there that they’ve now put into effect 
in terms of investigating all of this. What 
business, what possible good could come 
from the President of the United States 
trying to sort all that out? Let the system 
sort it out. All I know is that he was com- 
mitted to reform, he had the support of 
Yeltsin, and he had the support of the Presi- 
dent of the United States and every other 
leader around except Iraq, Cuba, and 
Libya. And that’s good enough for me. 
We're on the right side of that one. 

Q. He'll still have to rule with the threat 
of a coup over his head, another coup, pos- 
sibly. 

The President. Well, you must know 
more about this than I do. I just don’t see 
the threat of another coup, but there might 
be one. I don’t know. But I'd love to know 
what any observer would base that com- 
ment on right today. 

Q. How can you go forward in your rela- 
tion with the Soviet Union without choosing 
between Mr. Yeltsin and Gorbachev? 

The President. We've done it pretty well 
so far, haven’t we? 

Q. Would it be helpful to have another 
meeting with Gorbachev in the near future 
to discuss accelerating the pace of reform? 

The President. We'll probably be discuss- 
ing Soviet Union matters with him. No 
question about it. But whether—is your 
question a head-on-head meeting? 
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Q. Yes, sir. 

The President. Well, I don’t know. 
There’s no plans for such a meeting. And I 
think they’ve got some matters in the wake 
of this, which we’ve been fencing around 
about here, to sort out themselves. But I’m 
available. Look, this relationship is very, 
very important. And all I can say is: Isn’t 
the world an awful lot better off today than 
it was 48 hours ago? And the answer to that 
one is, “Absolutely, yes.” 

Now, I can understand you all wanting to 
get out ahead of the power curve and try to 
have me committed as to who should be 
Secretary of Interior or Secretary of De- 
fense over there, Minister of whatever is, 
and I’m not going to get into that business. 
What I am going to do is say both Yeltsin 
and Gorbachev are committed to reform, to 
democracy, and to openness, and this is 
very good. And there are some tensions, 
there are some dynamics between the 
Union and the center, but they'll sort that 
out. 

And I think it will be sorted out without 
the threat, now, of another rightwing take- 
over. And the reason I say that—some sug- 
gesting another coup here—the reason I say 
that is the message of democracy was so 
clear. The strength of the people was so 
clear and visible in this one that I think 
anybody attempting another coup from the 
right would have to be out of their minds to 
take on hundreds of thousands of people 
who clearly, in spite of economic problems, 
want to see democracy prevail. 

That’s what it was about. That’s what the 
message was about. That’s what the survival 
of Gorbachev was about. That’s what the 
strength of Yeltsin was about in demanding 
the return of Gorbachev. And I think the 
American people understand this probably 
a lot more clearly than any people around 
the world. 

I’m going to take this last question, and 
then I’m shutting this thing down. I’m up 
here on a vacation now, and you’re going to 
see me vacating a lot more. You’ve had me 
in here too much lately, and I apologize for 
abusing your hospitality. 

Q. You’ve often said that the stability of 
the Soviet Union is in the best national in- 
terest of the United States. But as a result of 
this failed coup attempt, won’t some of the 
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Republics and the Baltic States be embol- 
dened to perhaps rise up against the central 
government? Won’t that create still further 
instability? 

The President. Well, again, I don’t know 
that, say, “still further.” If you mean still 
further than a coup where you had tanks 
rolling down toward the Russian Parliament 
building, no, I don’t think so. But on the 
other hand, what I see is an opportunity, an 
opportunity to accelerate the talks that 
would lead to independence. 

The position of the United States is clear 
on all of this. And there have been some 
reasons, some of which have now been 
gotten out of the way, that this process has 
gone much slower than I want; I think 
slower than Gorbachev might want, but 
clearly slower than Yeltsin wants. But I 
hope we’re not looking at some confronta- 
tion on this. What I hope we’re looking at is 
more rapid negotiations that lead to the full 
independence that we would like to see for 
the Baltic States. 

Q. So, the central government’s seen the 
light as a result of this? 

The President. I think some of the people 
that saw the darkness are no longer around. 
And I think that’s, I would hope that that’s 
the case. But again, I can’t assure you of 
that. We just don’t have enough informa- 
tion on that at this point. But clearly, some 
of the hardest-line obstructionists are no 
longer in the picture. And so, I’d say to the 
degree any of that underbrush has been re- 
moved it makes it better and makes it clear 
that the people’s drive for self-determina- 
tion can’t really be stopped. So, let’s use 
the—I hope they will use now the process 
of accelerated negotiation to get on with 
this. This is the position of the United 
States, and it’s not going to change. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The exchange began at 2:05 p.m. at 
President Bush’s home. In the exchange, the 
following persons were referred to: Secre- 
tary of State James A. Baker III; Foreign 
Minister Aleksandr Bessmertnykh of the 
Soviet Union; Foreign Minister Andre Ko- 
zyrev of the Republic of Russia; Richard G. 
Darman, Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget; Roger B. Porter, Assistant 
to the President for Economic and Domestic 
Policy; John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to 


the President; Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assist- 
ant to the President and Deputy Chief of 
Staff; Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to 
the President; Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
of Japan; President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
the Soviet Union; Mikhail A. Moiseyev, 
acting Defense Minister and Chief of the 
General Staff of the Soviet Union; President 
Boris Yeltsin of the Republic of Russia; and 
former Defense Minister Dmitri Yazov o 
the Soviet Union. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this ex- 
change. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Reduction of Bolivia’s Debt to 
the United States 


August 22, 1991 


We have entered into agreements with 
Bolivia to reduce substantially Bolivia’s debt 
to the United States. Reduction of Bolivia’s 
food assistance debt is a major step forward 
in realizing the goals of the Enterprise for 
the Americas Initiative (EAI), a program 
which the United States proposed on June 
27, 1990, to promote increased trade, in- 
vestment, and growth throughout the hemi- 
sphere. 

Bolivia’s far-reaching steps to reform its 
economy, including measures to open its in- 
vestment regime, qualify Bolivia for debt 
reduction under the EAI. Bolivia is receiv- 
ing a very substantial reduction of its bilat- 
eral debt owed to the United States. Under 
legislation enacted by Congress last year, 
the United States is reducing Bolivia’s P.L. 
480 debt by 80 percent, from approximate- 
ly $38 million to approximately $7.7 mil- 
lion. 

Under separate legal authority to assist 
the relatively least-developed countries, the 
United States will eliminate Bolivia’s $341 
million debt owed to the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, the first time 
such relief has been provided outside of 
Sub-saharan Africa. 

These understandings will help pave the 
way for significant additional funds for envi- 
ronmental projects in Bolivia. In particular, 
the United States welcomes the commit- 
ment of Bolivia to provide $20 million in 
local currency over 10 years to support en- 
vironmental activities. 
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The administration applauds this impor- 
tant step to reduce Bolivia’s debt and pro- 
vide support for the environment and looks 
forward to continuing to work with Bolivia 
and other countries in the region to ad- 
vance the goals of the Enterprise for the 
Americas Initiative. 


Proclamation 6326—National Campus 
Crime and Security Awareness Week, 
1991 


August 22, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 


If our Nation’s schools are to be marked 
by excellence, they must offer students and 
teachers an environment that is conducive 
to learning. Accordingly, AMERICA 2000, 
our strategy to reinvigorate the Nation’s 
education system, calls for every school in 
the country to be safe, disciplined, and free 
of drugs and violence. 

Surveys indicate that as much as 80 per- 
cent of all crimes committed at our Nation’s 
institutions of higher learning are perpetrat- 
ed by students, against students. The vast 
majority of these crimes are related to alco- 
hol or drugs. Regardless of its source or 
nature, however, campus crime not only in- 
flicts costly material losses but also causes 
untold personal suffering. Moreover, 
campus crime disrupts the vital functions of 
colleges and universities, thereby depriving 
students of an optimal educational experi- 
ence. 

Stopping theft, vandalism, sexual assault 
and other crimes on campus will require 
the sustained cooperation of students, ad- 
ministrators, and staff, as well as campus 
security personnel and law enforcement of- 
ficials. Every academic community in 
America must increase its awareness of 
campus crime and ways to prevent it. 

Last year, the Congress passed the “Stu- 
dent Right-to-Know and Campus Security 
Act,” which requires colleges and universi- 
ties to inform students and employees about 
campus crime statistics and campus security 
policies. By working together to achieve the 
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goals set forth in this legislation, we will not 
only promote the safety of those who study 
and work at our Nation’s institutions of 
higher learning but also provide our stu- 
dents with a valuable lesson in civic respon- 
sibility. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
September 1, 1991, as National Campus 
Crime and Security Awareness Week. I en- 
courage all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of August, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-one, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:46 p.m., August 23, 1991} 
Note: The Office of the Press Secretary re- 


leased the proclamation on August 23 and 
it was published in the Federal Register on 
August 27. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Reduction of Jamaica’s Debt to 
the United States 


August 23, 1991 


Today the United States and Jamaica en- 
tered into an agreement to reduce substan- 
tially Jamaica’s food assistance debt to the 
United States. Under legislation enacted by 
Congress last year, the United States is re- 
ducing Jamaica’s P.L. 480 debt by 80 per- 
cent, from approximately $271 million to 
approximately $54.2 million. 

Jamaica is implementing a wide range of 
reforms aimed at building a strong market- 
oriented economy. These initiatives, includ- 
ing measures to make the economy more 
attractive to investors, qualify Jamaica for 
debt reduction under the EAI. 

The agreement represents a major step 
forward in realizing the goals of the Presi- 





dent’s Enterprise for the Americas Initiative 
(EAI), a program designed to promote in- 
creased trade, investment, and growth 
throughout the hemisphere. It also paves 
the way for an environmental framework 
agreement between the United States and 
Jamaica. Under this agreement, Jamaica will 
be permitted to make interest payments on 
the new reduced debt in local currency 
paid into an environmental fund established 
in Jamaica. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





August 19 


Age Center of Worcester Area, Inc., Worcester, 
MA 


August 20 
Step 13, of Denver, CO 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 19 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home 
in Kennebunkport, ME. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House to monitor the situation 
in the Soviet Union. 
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August 20 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu. 


In the morning, the President participat- 
ed in a swearing-in ceremony for Robert S. 
Strauss as U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet 
Union in the Oval Office at the White 
House. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to his home in Kennebunkport, ME. 


August 21 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card., Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home 
in Kennebunkport, ME. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress a budget amendment that would pro- 
vide an appropriation of $5 million to estab- 
lish the Chemical Safety and Hazard Inves- 
tigation Board. 

The President made a recess appoint- 
ment of Mary F. Wieseman as Special 
Counsel, Office of Special Counsel. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the National Commission on 
Judicial Discipline and Removal: 


Stephen L. Carter, of Connecticut. Since 
1985 Mr. Carter has served as a professor at 
the Yale University School of Law in New 
Haven, CT. 


Charles J. Cooper, of Virginia. Currently 
Mr. Cooper serves as a partner with the law 
firm of Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trow- 
bridge in Washington, DC. 

John C. Harrison, of Virginia. Currently 
Mr. Harrison serves as Deputy Assistant At- 
torney General of the Office of Legal Coun- 
sel at the United States Department of Jus- 
tice in Washington, DC. 

These are new positions. 
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August 22 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and Deputy 
for National Security Affairs, and Andrew H. 
Card, Jr., Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home in 
Kennebunkport, ME. 


August 23 

In the morning, the President met with 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, and spoke 
on the telephone with Brent Scowcroft, As- 
sistant to the President for National Securi- 
ty Affairs, and Robert M. Gates, Assistant to 
the President and Deputy for National Se- 
curity Affairs. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released August 19 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the internal situation in 
the Soviet Union—by Brent Scowcroft, As- 
sistant to the President for National Securi- 
ty Affairs 


Released August 22 


Fact sheet: 
Reduction of Bolivia’s debt 


Released August 23 


Fact sheet: 
Reduction of Jamaica’s debt 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 17 


H.R. 904 / Public Law 102-98 
African American History 
Theme Study Act 


H.R. 991 / Public Law 102-99 
Defense Production Act Extension and 
Amendments of 1991 


H.R. 1006 / Public Law 102-100 
Federal Maritime Commission Authoriza- 
tion Act of 1991 


H.R. 1143 / Public Law 102-101 
To authorize a study of nationally signifi- 
cant places in American labor history 


H.R. 2123 / Public Law 102-102 
District of Columbia Budgetary Efficiency 
Act of 1991 


H.R. 2313 / Public Law 102-103 
To amend the School Dropout Demonstra- 
tion Assistance Act of 1988 to extend au- 
thorization of appropriations through fiscal 
year 1993, and for other purposes 


H.R. 2427 / Public Law 102-104 
Energy and Water Development Appro- 
priations Act, 1992 


H.R. 2968 / Public Law 102-105 
To waive the period of Congressional 
review for certain District of Columbia acts 


H.R. 2969 / Public Law 102-106 
District of Columbia Emergency Deficit Re- 
duction Act of 1991 


H.R. 3201 / Public Law 102-107 
Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
Act of 1991 

S. 1608 / Public Law 102-108 

To make Technical Amendments to the Nu- 
trition Information and Labeling Act, and 
for other purposes 
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